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Among those who took part in the Wreaths Across America ceremony were, from left, Brandon Denby, the chair of the
Fowlerville 4th of July Committee, who emceed the program; Michael Kilpela, the father of Lance Corporal Andrew Kilpela
who lost his life during combat operations in Iraq, laid the wreath on behalf of Gold Star Families; and State Rep. Bob
Bezotte, who was among those who spoke at the event.

‘Wreaths Across America’ observed
at Greenwood Cemetery on Dec. 18
This past Saturday, Dec. 18, a ‘Wreaths Across America’ ceremony
was held at Fowlerville’s Greenwood Cemetery. The event was
part of a nationwide observance that took place at hundreds of sites
throughout the United States.
‘Wreaths Across America’ is held to remember and honor those who
made to protect the nation and its liberties.
While the observance has been taking place for several years, this
was only the third time that it’s been held locally. The Fowlerville 4th
of July Committee and the Village of Fowlerville were co-sponsors of
the event.
Brandon Denby, the Livingston County Register of Deeds and chair
of the 4th of July Committee, served as the emcee of the program.
For more about the ceremony, see pages 2 & 3

New Year’s Deadline

Due to the New Year holiday, the
deadline for ads and news copy is
Wednesday, December 29 at 2:00pm.
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Open Monday, Tuesday and
Wednesday, December 27, 28 & 29.
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‘Wreaths Across America’ observed
at Greenwood Cemetery on Dec. 18
By Steve Horton
This past Saturday, Dec. 18, a ‘Wreaths Across America’
ceremony was held at Fowlerville’s Greenwood Cemetery.
The event was part of a nationwide observance that took
place at hundreds of sites throughout the United States.
‘Wreaths Across America’ is held to remember and honor
those who have served or are serving in the military along
its liberties.
While the observance has been taking place for several
years, this was only the third time that it’s been held at
Greenwood Cemetery.
The Fowlerville 4th of July Committee and the Village of
Fowlerville were co-sponsors of the event.
Prior to the event, individuals, businesses, and
organizations were invited to sponsor wreaths—which are
purchased through the national ‘Wreaths Across America’
organization—so that they could be placed at the gravesites
of the veterans in the cemetery.
The program started off with a prayer by Dave Roddy. He
was a Sargeant in the United States Army, is a Deacon at the
Antrim Baptist Church and currently serves as Chaplin to the
VFW Post 6464 here in Fowlerville.

Brandon Denby, the Livingston County Register of
Deeds and chair of the Fowlerville 4th of July Committee,
emceed the program.

Michelle Soli, who is the vice chair of the Fowlerville
4th of July Committee, sang the National Anthem.

then posted the colors, followed by the singing of the
National Anthem by Michelle Soli, a member of the 4th of
July Committee, and opening remarks by Brandon Denby,
the Livingston County Register of Deeds and chair of the 4th
of July Committee who served as the emcee of the program.
The main speakers who followed were Fowlerville Village
President Carol Hill, State Rep. Bob Bezotte and State
Senator Lana Theis. State Rep. Ann Bolin had been scheduled
as well, but was unable to attend due to a family funeral.
Their remarks were followed by the ceremonial placing of
wreaths to honor all those who have served and are serving
and also those whose last known status was as a prisoner of
war or missing in action.
Butch Ogden the Post Commander for VFW Post 6464,
who served as Sergeant in the US Army laid a Veteran’s
wreath in honor of the over 81,000 United States servicemen
from all branches of the service whose last known status was
either Prisoners of War or Missing in Action. As a special
tribute, Butch has asked that those present recognize Otha
Lee Perry who’s rank was W2 and held the job of pilot. Mr.
on Dec. 14, 1971.
United States Army, laid a veteran’s wreath in memory of
those who served and are serving in the United States Army.
David Mester, who served as Lance Corporal in the United
States Marine Corps, laid a veteran’s wreath in memory of
those who served and are serving in the United States Marine
Corps.
rd
Class in
the United States Navy laid a veteran’s wreath in memory of
those who served and are serving in the United States Navy.
Tom Couling who served as a sergeant in the United States
Air Force laid a veteran’s wreath in memory of those who
served and are serving in the United States Air Force.
Michigan Army National Guard, laid a veteran’s wreath in
memory of those who served and are serving in the Michigan
Army and Air National Guard.
A special recognition wreath to the War Dogs was also
given.
“Dogs have been going to war in accounts back as far
as 600 BC. by the Egyptians, Greeks and Romans,” Denby
told the audience. “However no military in history has ever
used them as extensively or effectively as the United States
military. Historically used as message carriers and sentries
nowadays they’re specially trained to sniff out bombs, drugs
as well as used for their keen tracking ability and even
attacking when necessary. There are about 2500 war dogs in
service today with about 700 overseas.
“Currently at the War Dog cemetery in South Lyon they are
laying 15 wreaths for the dogs who gave their lives for our
country,” he pointed out.
Laszlo Szalay, who was a sergeant in the United States
Marine Corps., is here representing his former service dog
Afghanistan and retired as a service dog. He is now buried in
the Michigan War Dog Cemetery in South Lyon. Sazalay laid
a veteran’s wreath on behalf of all war dogs who served and
are serving in the United States military.

20 years of service to the United States Coast Guard, He laid
a wreath on behalf of all of those who served and are serving
the United States Coast Guard and Merchant Marines.

State Senator Lana Theis offered remarks during the ceremony. Playing ‘Taps’ were Jacob Rupert, left, and
Gavin Tschirret. Jacob and Gavin are juniors at Fowlerville High School and members of the band.
Asst. Fire Chief Mike LeMieux of the Fowlerville Fire Dept.
and Sgt. Jeff Soli and his K9 partner ‘Hank’ of the Fowlerville
Police Dept. laid a wreath in memory of all who have served
Special recognition was also given to a local Gold Star
Family.
“This year we wish to recognize Lance Corporal Andrew J.
Kilpela’s family,” said Denby. “His father, Michael Kilpela,
who himself was an E5 Radioman 2nd Class in the United
States Navy stands aside that wreath this year.”

“Lance Corporal Kilpela died on June 10, 2005 in an
Denby noted. “Kilepela was just 22 years old. He was excited
to join the U.S. armed forces to prove that he had what it
fact “he was a person who did not worry about tomorrow”
moment of today with love and joy and with passion for life.”

Continued on next page
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‘Hank’, Laszlo Szalay, and Michael Kilpela.

‘Wreaths Across America’,
continued
Heroes come in all forms. Andrew didn’t set out to be a hero
that day he left for boot camp.
“When Andrew Kilpela died in battle he left behind his
father, mother and siblings and many friends and family. Two
of his siblings ultimately chose to join the service as well
(Jon Kilpela USMC and David Kilpela US Navy). The ripple
effect of that loss goes far beyond that day in our country, our
community and especially with their family.
willing to give all that we have the lives we do today. Shortly
after sending out a post last night several from the community
began to respond about what a great friend and overall person
forgotten.”
Michael Kilpela then laid the Gold Star veteran’s wreath.
Mary Helfmann, a member of the Fowlerville July 4th
Committee, then offered a few remarks, explaining how the
local event was started and thanking the sponsors and others
who helped organize and put on the event
here today, whether placing a wreath or not, to stop by a
veteran’s gravesite, and say the veteran’s name aloud.”
“Take a moment to thank them for their service to our

The Fowlerville 4th of July Committee put on the ceremony. Several of the members shown here are, from
left, Dave Mester, Mark Ridenour, Mary Helfmann, Terri Ridenour, Butch Ogden, Mike Brunger, Melissa Salgado,
Brandon Denby, Michelle Soli, Jim Mayhew, and Diane Kernozek.

towards keeping the memory of our veterans alive.”
“And remember, we are not here today to ‘Decorate
Graves’,” he said. “We are not here to remember their deaths,
but their lives. Each wreath is a gift of appreciation from a
Grateful America.”
those who have served and are serving in the armed forces
everyday on our behalf,” Denby pointed out. “To our
children, we want you to understand the freedoms you enjoy
today have not been free, but have come with a cost that some
day you may have to pay yourself.”
“As a nation standing together, we can defeat terrorism,
hatred and injustice. Thanks to our veterans, we have the
freedom to do just that,” he added.
from the David Murninghan Detachment 161 of the Marine
Sheldon, both members of the Marine Corps League, the
playing of TAPS, and the retiring of the colors by Sheriff
***

Prayer
By Dave Roddy,
Chaplain VFW Post 6464
Father God, we give you thanks for this day and for your
presence with us here at this hallowed ground. We humbly
ask for your blessings on this special day of honoring and
remembering those who have served this great nation in
times of both war and peace. We ask you to always give us
the words, the guidance and direction when teaching our
children and grandchildren the meaning of noble service
in a way that would always honor and
glorify
you this, in Jesus name. Amen
***

Opening Remarks

By Brandon Denby
Thank you all for joining us here today. Right now, across
the country at more than 1,100 memorial sites like this one,

From left, are State Rep. Bob Bezotte, Dave Roddy, and Carol Hill. Bezotte and Hill offered remarks during the
ceremony, while Roddy gave the opening prayer.

we are gathered as one nation to Remember, Honor and
Teach. We are all proud to be Americans that live in a free
society made up of many people, from many walks of life.
The freedoms we enjoy today have not come without a price.
Lying here before us and in cemeteries throughout this nation
are men and women who gave their lives so that we can live
We can raise our children to believe as we do. We can travel
from one end of this great nation to the other and not have
to ask permission to go. We are free to vote for whomever
needed. We have the right to succeed and we have the right to
fail at whatever endeavor we wish to pursue.
The United States of America was founded on the ideals

shining beacon of liberty and freedom to the world. We thank
those who gave their lives to keep us free and we shall not
forget you. We shall remember.

up for the freedom of people from around the world. Many
of you here today have answered that call and served our
country well. We are here today to say “thank you” and we
please raise your hand and allow us to acknowledge you.
There are many men and women serving today in all
branches of the military. They are part of the best-trained,

Continued on page 4
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‘Wreaths Across America’,
continued
best-equipped force in the world.
hatred and injustice.
Quoting our 40th
didn’t pass it to our children in the bloodstream. It must be

States where men were free.”

***

Remarks

By Carol Hill
Fowlerville Village President

greater than remembering and honoring them and other
individuals who have served and those who have given the

League.

th

that it comes at a cost.

***

Remarks

By State Rep. Ann Bollin
State Rep Ann Bollin of Brighton was unable to attend the
ceremony due to a funeral to attend today. She asked that a
few words be given on her behalf.
Members of the Jr. Air Force ROTC in Howell were present at the ceremony.

this time.

***

Remarks

4th

By State Rep. Bob Bezotte
3rd
scenes.
Never was so much

service out of state.

owed by so many, to so few’
the stories of those who were lost.
***

In 1917 he left his job in a small-town barbershop to go to

Remarks

By State Senator Lana Theis

of the whole struggle depended on me alone.”
rd

thousands of cemeteries across the nation.
event is the placing of wreaths on the grave sites of veterans

teach our children the value of freedom.”
a more noble purpose. In a time when the monuments of our

cost of our freedom. These are the stories that our children
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Kreeger Elementary School
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By: Randy Schafer,
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-
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-

grade.
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Isabelle
*Capital Area Community Services*
such as:
***

Fifth Grade

Now Accepting Meridian Health Plan

-Transportation
-
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Your Health
is Our Concern

FOWLERVILLE
PHARMACY
119 East Grand River, Fowlerville MI 48836

’Wren Gardner*
ti

-

Most Insurance
Plans Accepted

7077
*American Rescue Funds*

David Palan

Mike Heidt

OWNER/PHARMACIST

-

PHARMACIST

(517) 223-9832

tt

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm,
Sat. 9am-2pm, Sun. Closed
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tt*
-

Stop By For Additional Listing Information!

ti
.

ING

PEND

Spacious new quality construction on 5 beautiful Nice 3 bedroom, 1 bath Bungalow in the Ithaca
acres in the Hartland schools, turn-key ready. area with lots of out buildings on 1.6 acres. This
This custom home features 4 bedrooms, 3-½ well maintained home features kitchen appliances, new metal roof on the home and buildings
walk in closet, open concept kitchen with fabu- and newer septic system. $209,000.
room and great room. Beautiful quartz counter
tops and stainless steel kitchen appliances.
additional living space and 4 car attached garage with 360-amp service. A Must See Home!
$899,000.

G

IN
PEND

------- VACANT LAND -------

Nice country 1+ acre parcel on a paved road in the Morrice schools. Located just
2-½ miles to town. $19,900.
Nice location for these great build sites in Linden Place subdivision from .88 acre to
1.6 acre. Underground utilities with natural gas, one outbuilding ok and paved road.
Close to schools & shopping. Priced from $29,900-39,900.
Nice location for this beautiful setting 12 acre parcel just 1 mile from downtown,
ready for your dream home. Mature trees surround some of the boundary lines and
natural gas at the road. $109,900

Well maintained farm house on 2.5 acres with
over 2,200 sq.ft. of living space. Great family
home with 5 bedrooms & 2 remodeled baths
and large kitchen. Recent updates include sepkitchen appliances and pellet stove burner in
the living room. Large covered front porch and
rear deck to enjoy the country views. $285,000.
Great Location! Nice 3 bedroom, 2 bath ranch
home on 1.6 acres with natural gas and just 3 miles
air, Generac generator system, all appliances and
ing, windows, siding and new bathroom. Plenty of
storage in the attached 2 car insulated & heated
garage along with a large shed. $262,500.

FOR ASSISTANCE AFTER HOURS “CALL”
TAMARRA BURNIE @ 517-404-5221
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NEED HELP FINDING OFFICE SUPPLIES?
We Offer Simple Solutions For All Your Needs!
COMPUTER SUPPLIES
OEM COMPATIBLE
AND RECYCLED

Caleb
Jenkins
Column

OFFICE & PRINTER SUPPLIES

We Offer Many Brands of Ink & Toner

Visit Our Website:

www.mastermediasupply.com
ONLINE ORDERING SYSTEM AVAILABLE!

7087 W. Grand River Rd.
Fowlerville, MI

517-223-9320

The Michigan Personality
When I travel, I proudly share with people that I am from
Michigan, and that often results in them either sharing stories
about Michiganders or asking me if stories they have heard
are true! Either way, I love it. I love hearing the way outsiders
perceive us and the reputation Michigan has generated. It
helps me better understand the very unique personality of
Michigan, and it is something very special to me. As lifelong

Randy’s Service -- Serving the

community’s tire needs, mobile farm service,
and in shop. Family owned for over 42 years.

Michiganders, Kaila and I often talk about the ‘Michigander
distinctives.’ What sets us apart from other states? Why do
we love Michigan so much, and why do we always look
forward to returning no matter where we travel?
One thing that sets us apart is an indomitable, hard-working
spirit. That sounds like a cliché that could be applied to any
state, and while that may be true, I feel as though Michigan
takes it a step further. When we get a heavy snowfall, we do
not stay inside, and we rarely call off work. The last time
most work shut down because of a snowstorm, I saw what
seemed like more people on the roads than normal. A friend
from Oklahoma said he once visited a small town up north
during a blizzard, and since the roads were icy and snow was
at home. But when he drove past the local school, he realized
the town was in fact not waiting out the storm at home but
rather watching the high school football game!
trucks and snowmobiles and go out looking for people to
rescue. Few things warm my heart more than seeing a team
of Yoopers (or Yooper-wannabes! Haha) encircling a stuck
car to lend a coat and pull it out with their snowmobiles. And
these ideas of resiliency, camaraderie, and determination do
not just apply to snowstorms. In general, we give each other
a hand up so we can keep going together.
This hard-working competitiveness also evidences itself
in our work. The rest of the nation relies on what we
manufacture, grow, and produce. We have been the breeding
ground of innovation and hard-won solutions. The economy
continue to lead in innovation and push the bounds of the
technology we offer. We can adapt and overcome. These are
only a couple of the many Michigan distinctives that make
me proud to be a Michigander, and I am positive for the
future. We have found our pleasant peninsula.

Taking a Look Back

By Jace Arledge
I was wondering what I could write about for my last
Christmastime story of 2019. It was titled “Consider This..”
When I wrote last year the title was “RECKLESS LOVE”. In
each of these. I spoke of “being” Jesus, not be like him, but
BE him. Stepping outside the box, get out of your comfort
zone, see through the eyes of someone else. Give more, take
less, share more, love more even if it feels weird.
Oftentimes we say, “I’ll do it tomorrow” or “I have plenty
of time” or “It’s not for me” or “It’s too hard, too much
commitment.” You want to know what takes commitment?
Getting up every day from your tent on the street, looking
for food and work. Walking miles to get to work because you
don’t have a car. Eating macaroni with ketchup because it’s

72.38 Per Tire
$
82.45 Per Tire
$
206.25 Per Tire
$
206 Per Tire
$
102 Per Tire
$
147 Per Tire
$

children as a single parent, while working two or sometimes
It’s having faith that things will get better, even while
even when it is not of your own doing. Then even after all

Ask About Our Road Hazard Insurance and Price Match

We Stock a Line of:

WE ARE LOCATED 4 MILES SOUTH OF TOWN, ON THE
CORNER OF FOWLERVILLE AND MASON ROADS
WE CARRY A FULL LINE OF TIRES AND ARE AN
AUTHORIZED GOODYEAR, COOPER, FIRESTONE AND BRIDGESTONE DEALER

We now offer

Medium & Heavy Duty
Equipment Hauling along
with our regular Towing
Lockouts, Jump-starts,
Tire Changes,
and Winch-outs.

•517-376-0046•
Located at: 8030 Mason Rd.,
Fowlerville, MI 48836

HELP SOMEONE ELSE. To BE Jesus, step out from the box,
and realize that anyone is one step away from homelessness,
hunger, death and if you can bring a bit of joy, laughter and
love it can and WILL make a difference in that person’s life.
Yet here we are again, 2021, in the middle of troubling
times and many have only thoughts of themselves. What will
it take to realize that giving of yourself is the human thing to
feels good?
I have been in this world long enough to understand
that there will be some who don’t see the way I do, nor do
they care to. I have also come to the realization that it’s ok.
some kind of common ground, a place where we can agree
that EVERYONE deserves respect, validation, compassion
and hope no matter our background, beliefs, culture, religion
or morals.
In the words of the beautiful and poetic Maya Angelou I
will share two bits of advice:
“I’ve learned that people will forget what you said, people
will forget what you did, but people will never forget how you
made them feel.”
“I’ve learned that whenever I decide something with an
open heart, I usually make the right decision. I’ve learned that
even when I have pains, I don’t have to be one. I’ve learned
that every day you should reach out and touch someone.”
Till next time…

WE HAVE BULK FUEL
DELIVERY INCLUDING
HEATING OIL!
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The best way to follow through
on your New Year’s resolution?
Make an ‘old year’s resolution’

By Mark Canada & Christina Downey
If you’ve made a New Year’s resolution, your plot for selfimprovement probably kicks into gear sometime on Jan. 1,
when the hangover wears off and the quest for the “new you”
begins in earnest.
But if research on habit change is any indication, only
about half of New Year’s resolutions are likely to make it out
of January, much less last a lifetime.
As experts in positive psychology and literature, we
recommend an unconventional but more promising approach.
We call it the “old year’s resolution.”
self-improvement guru, Benjamin Franklin, who pioneered a
habit-change model that was way ahead of its time.
With the “old year” approach, perhaps you can sidestep the
inevitable challenges that come with traditional New Year’s
resolutions and achieve lasting, positive changes.
Research has highlighted two potential pitfalls with New
Year’s resolutions.
prophesy. Furthermore, if you maintain the change but
perceive progress as unacceptably slow or inadequate, you
may abandon the effort.
The old year’s resolution is different. Instead of waiting
until January to start trying to change your life, you do a dry
run before the New Year begins.
How does that work?
First, identify a change you want to make in your life.
Do you want to eat better? Move more? Sock away more
savings? Now, with Jan. 1 days away, start living according
to your commitment. Track your progress. You might stumble
now and then, but here’s the thing: You’re just practicing.
If you’ve ever rehearsed for a play or played scrimmages,
you’ve used this kind of low-stakes practice to prepare for the
real thing. Such experiences give us permission to fail.
Psychologist Carol Dweck and her colleagues have
shown that when people see failure as the natural result of
striving to achieve something challenging, they are more
likely to persist to the goal.
they are not capable – or even deserving – of success, failure
can lead to surrender.
If you become convinced that you cannot achieve a goal,
something called “learned helplessness” can result, which
means you’re likely to abandon the endeavor altogether.
Many of us unintentionally set ourselves up for failure with
our New Year’s resolutions. On Jan. 1, we jump right into a
new lifestyle and, unsurprisingly, slip, fall, slip again – and
eventually never get up.
The old year’s resolution takes the pressure off. It gives you
permission to fail and even learn from failure. You can slowly
the resolution.
A gardener weeding one bed at a time
Long before he became one of America’s greatest success
stories, Franklin devised a method that helped him overcome
life’s inevitable failures – and could help you master your old
year’s resolutions.
When he was still a young man, Franklin came up with
what he called his “bold and arduous project of arriving at
master 13 virtues, including temperance, frugality, chastity,
industry, order and humility.
In a typically Franklinian move, he applied a little strategy
to his efforts, concentrating on one virtue at a time. He likened
this approach to that of a gardener who “does not attempt to
eradicate all the bad herbs at once, which would exceed his
reach and his strength, but works on one of the beds at a time.”
In his autobiography, where he described this project in
detail, Franklin did not say that he tied his project to a new
year. He also did not give up when he slipped once – or more
than once.
than I had imagined; but I had the satisfaction of seeing them
diminish,” Franklin wrote.
He made his progress visible in a book, where he recorded
his slip-ups. One page – perhaps only a hypothetical example
– shows 16 of them tied to “temperance” in a single week.
(Instead of marking faults, we recommend recording
successes in line with the work of habit expert B.J. Fogg,
whose research suggests that celebrating victories helps to
drive habit change.)
Repeated failures might discourage someone enough to
abandon the endeavor altogether. But Franklin kept at it – for
years. To Franklin, it was all about perspective: This effort to

Members of the Fowlerville Theatre put on a Christmas
Variety Show at the Library earlier this month.

Letter from the Library Director

By Ellen Peters.
Fowlerville District Library Director
Holiday Greetings!
Our staff and board of trustees for the library are so thrilled
to have been a part of Ladies Night Out and Christmas in
the Ville! You have given us the opportunity to share our
space, food, programs, and music with the community. I feel
particularly blessed to witness daily the kindness and love of
neighbor that is Fowlerville.
Again, I would like to give a special shout out to the
Benjamin Franklin recorded his slip-ups over the
course of a week. The Huntington Library, Art Museum,
and Botanical Gardens
make himself better was a “project,” and projects take time.
Many years later, Franklin admitted that he never was
perfect
is worth remembering:
“But, on the whole, tho’ I never arrived at the perfection I
had been so ambitious of obtaining, but fell far short of it, yet
I was, by the endeavour, a better and a happier man than I
otherwise should have been if I had not attempted it.”
Treating self-improvement as a project with no rigid time
frame worked for Franklin. In fact, his scheme probably
helped him succeed wildly in business, science and politics.
Importantly, he also found immense personal satisfaction
God,” he wrote, was the key to “the constant felicity of his
life, down to his 79th year, in which this is written.”
You can enjoy the same success Franklin did if you start
on your own schedule – now, during the old year – and treat
self-improvement not as a goal with a starting date but as an
ongoing “project.”
It might also help to remember Franklin’s note to himself
on a virtue he called, coincidentally, “Resolution”: “Resolve
to perform what you ought; perform without fail what you
resolve.”
Mark Canada is Executive Vice Chancellor for Academic
Affairs, Indiana University Kokomo.
Christina Downey is Professor of Psychology, Indiana
Univeristy.
Permission to print by The Conversation, an online
publication. www.conversation.com

HANDY TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
REGULAR BOARD
MEETING SYNOPSIS
Monday, December 20, 2021
The regular meeting of the Handy Township
Board of Trustees was called to order by Supervisor Alverson at 7:00 P.M. Trustees present: Eisele,
Roddy, Shear and Munsell. Absent: None. Also
present: Andy Campbell-Baker/Tilly.
At the regular Handy Township Board meeting
the following motions were made:
To approve the agenda as presented
To approve the regular and special meeting
minutes of 11-15-21 and 12-16-21 as presented
To approve the bills in the amount of $153,434.62
To approve reappointments to the Handy Township Planning Commission and Zoning Board of
Appeals as recommended by the Supervisor
To approve appointments to the Handy Township Board of Review as recommended by the Supervisor
To accept with regrets resignations from the
Handy Township Board of Review
To approve transfer of funds from the General
Fund to the Water Fund
To adjourn meeting at 8:23 P.M.
Laura A. Eisele
Handy Township Clerk
(12-26-21 FNV)

Christmas Variety Show! The music was great, and the
performers were talented and funny. Attendees and staff had
a blast! They are special, and we’re grateful for them.
Look for our newsletter coming in the mail next week. We
have another bunch of great programs on the Winter 2022
schedule. Please come to the library soon!
Merry Christmas & Happy New Year from our library
family to yours!

From Unapproved Minutes
CONWAY TOWNSHIP
SYNOPSIS OF REGULAR
BOARD MEETING
December 21, 2021
Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance at 7:01
pm at the Conway Township Hall, 8015 Fowlerville Road, Fowlerville, MI.
Present: Clerk Elizabeth Whitt, Trustee Tony St.
Charles, Trustee George Pushies, Treasurer Deb
Grubb, Supervisor Bill Grubb. Absent: None. Also
present: Todd Thomas, Zoning Administrator.
The following Motions were made:
1. To approve the Consent Agenda. Roll Call.
Motion approved.
2. To amend and accept the Board Meeting
Agenda with the replacement of item #24 – Secluded Acres SAD, and removal of item #19 –
Tony St. Charles PC Liaison Appointment. Motion
approved.
3. Motion to pay the Livingston County Road
Commission Chase Lake Road invoice. No support.
4. Motion to purchase a new computer for Deputy Treasurer and new desk for Supervisor. Roll
Call. Motion approved.
5. Motion to postpone IISD Summer Tax Resolution until January. Motion approved.
6. Motion to appoint Jeff Klein to PC. Motion
approved.
7. Motion to renew Meghan Swain-Kuch to another three-year term on PC. Motion approved.
8. Motion to renew Dennis Bowdoin to another
three-year term on the Zoning Board of Appeals.
Motion approved.
9. Motion to accept a bid from LCRC for Hayner
Road rehabilitation. Roll Call. Motion approved.
10. Motion to request PC to amend language
under Agricultural Tourism in the Conway Township Zoning Ordinance regarding temporary
events. Motion approved.
11. Motion to add a category to the fee schedule. Motion approved.
12. Motion to accept proposal from Progressive
Hardware for DARPA approved cameras. Motion
denied.
13. Motion to investigate a Special Assessment
District for Secluded Acres. Motion approved.
Motion to adjourn at 8:31 p.m. Complete minat 8015 N. Fowlerville Road, Fowlerville, Michigan
48836.
Elizabeth Whitt
Conway Township Clerk
(12-26-21 FNV)
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Some Special Recipes

By Dawn Horton
Try these easy Holiday recipes. Enjoy!
***
CRANBERRY RASPBERRY SALAD
• 1- 10 oz. pkg. frozen red raspberries, thawed
Sprinkle some sugar on the raspberries while they thaw to
produce juice.
• 2 pkgs. red raspberry jello
• 2 cups boiling water

EPLEY
EXCAVATING
Geothermal Heating & Cooling Systems
•
•
•
•

Sewer & Water Lines
Basements
Drain Fields
Driveways
(new & restoration)
• Land Clearing
• Trenching

• Demolition
• Trucking
(haul stone, fill & sand)
• Firewood
• Snow Plowing
FREE
ESTIMATES

Save money on your heating & cooling bills

Dick Scott
MOTOR MALL

—Area Deaths—

• 2 Tablespoons lemon juice
Drain raspberries, reserving juice. Dissolve gelatin in
the boiling water. Add cranberry sauce, stir in lemon juice
and raspberry juice. Chill until partially thickened. Fold in
8 servings.
—Grandma Blair (She was the grandmother of my best friend
of over 70 years, Jean Walker. Grandma always made this for
the holidays.)
***
GINGER CRINKLE COOKIES
• 1/2 c. unsalted butter
• 1/4 c. unsulphured molasses
• 1 c. granulated sugar
• 1 t. baking soda
• 1 t. baking powder
• 2 t. ground ginger
• 1 t. cinnamon
• 1/4 t. ground cloves
• 1/4 t. grated nutmeg
• pinch of salt
• 2 eggs- beaten
• 2 t. vanilla extract
• Powdered sugar for coating dough balls
Melt butter and molasses in a saucepan. Allow to cool.
Whisk together all dry ingredients then set aside. Whisk eggs
and vanilla into butter mixture. Add dry ingredients and mix
until combined. Cover and refrigerate between 3 hours to
overnight. Preheat the oven to
350 degrees. Roll dough into 1
inch balls and generously coat
with powdered sugar. Place
on a cookie sheet lined with
parchment paper with dough

Fowlerville
Fowlerville
High School’s
High School’s
“ATHLETES”
OF THE WEEK

Jud Scott

“ATHLETES” of the WEEK
2011 Varsity Football

14 minutes or until cookies
puff then sink and edges are
set. Allow to cool on the
cookie sheet for 2 minutes then
transfer to a cooling rack.
—Kami Kargel
***
CROCKPOT QUESO DIP
• 1 lb. lean ground beef
• 1 medium white onion
• 1- 4 oz. can diced green
chilis
• 1/2 c. water
• 6 oz, mozzarella cheese

Shirley Ann Yost
Shirley Ann Yost, age 86 of Fowlerville passed away
Friday, December 10, 2021 at Oliver Woods Retirement
Living in Owosso.
Funeral services were held at 2 pm on Thursday, December
23, 2021, at Fowlerville Nazarene Church with Pastor Craig
Lakes National Cemetery. The family received friends at the
funeral home on Wednesday December 15, from 12 to 2pm.
Shirley was born January 9, 1935 in Detroit, Michigan,
Degree in Nursing from Henry Ford. Shirley was a member
of Fowlerville Nazarene Church and spent several years as
a camp nurse in Oscoda. She enjoyed raising rabbits and
attending rabbit shows.
She married Herman Yost in Detroit on May 15, 1954.
Shirley was employed as a R.N. and Home Healthcare Nurse
for many years.
Shirley is survived by her husband, Herman; daughters,
Lauerman; 6 grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; and
many other loving family and friends.
She was predeceased by her parents and step-mother,
Alzheimer’s Association. Online condolences may be sent to
the family at Nelson-House.com.

• 2 T. taco seasoning

The team is working extremely hard trying to accomplish the goals of: Persistence and
Find A Way Together. The Gladiators took two tough loses to start the year, but showed
great heart and character. The Varsity Football team is looking forward to starting the
CAAC Red Competition.

grease. Add chopped onions
and taco seasoning to beef
and saute until onions are
translucent. Transfer over
to a crockpot with other
ingredients. Set the crockpot
to high. Cook for one hour
stirring frequently. Serve with
tortilla chips.
—Kami Kargel

Freshmen Boys Basketball

JUD’Sguard
FOOTBALL
FORECAST
Nate Miller - Nate is the shooting
for the
freshmen boys basketball team.
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1,
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Francisco
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Minnesota
20
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U
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M
31
N.Y.
Giants
17
at
Arizona
20
lead by example player and was also voted as a team captain.
Michigan State 23 at Ohio State 20
Atlanta 23 at Seattle 16
Justice Wojcik - Justice is the point guard for Miami
the freshmen
basketball
23 at San boys
Diego 31
team. HisSUNDAY,
athleticism
lets 2,
him
make dynamic New
plays
and he
leads
his 16
team in
OCTOBER
2011
England
31 at
Oakland
27 at Dallas
at Green Bay 34
points so farDetroit
this season,
he 24
was also voted as aDenver
team17
captain.
Carolina 17 at Chicago 23
N.Y. Jets 17 at Baltimore 30
Buffalo 26 at Cincinnati 20
J u20dat’ Cleveland
s F o o23t b a l l FMONDAY,
o r e cOCTOBER
a s t 3, 2011
Tennessee
Minnesota
23 atJAN.
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Indianapolis 21
17 at Tampa
Bay 3124
SUNDAY,
2 City 17
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Washington
Washington
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Detroit
21 at20Seattle
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Denver 17 at LA Chargers 31
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16
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W-13
L-5 27
Atlanta
17 27
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Buffalo
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W-25 31
L-11
Kansas City 28 at Cincinnati 35

Michigan DNR Fishing Tips—
Tip-ups are a perfect technique to use for the entire ice
sit back and relax, yet still experience the thrill of the catch!
Early in the season stick by shallow structures where
species like northern pike and walleye will congregate. Try a
hung 12 to 15 inches off the bottom. For pike the minnow
should be hung three to seven feet off the bottom or just above
the top of any vertical aquatic plants. The minnows should be
hung in these positions for walleye and pike regardless of the
over water depth.
Tip-ups become even more productive later in the season

GORMLEY & JOHNSON LAW OFFICES, PLC
LOCAL ATTORNEYS

AND

COUNSELORS

AT

LAW

LA Rams 28 at Baltimore 31

Lasweek
Vegas
Indianapolis
31H.S. athletes will beMinnesota
21efforts.
at Green
Every
through21
theat
season
two Fowlerville
saluted for their
AthletesBay
will be35
selected by
the
coaching staff and
Dept.
for that “Winning
Deal” on a new or used car or truck, see Dick Scott Motor Mall,
Jacksonville
17 Athletic
at New
England
31
MONDAY, JAN. 3
Carolina 28 at New Orleans 17
Cleveland 31 at Pittsburgh 21
www.DickScott.com
Tampa Bay 35 at NY
Jets 21

Dick Scott MOTOR
MALL
I-96 and Fowlerville Road, Exit 129 • 3030 Fowlerville Road

JOHN L. GORMLEY, ESQ

CHRISTOPHER S. JOHNSON, ESQ

1-877-467-4201
SHOWROOM OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. • Tues., Wed. & Fri. 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. • Sat. 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
SERVICE DEPARTMENT OPEN: Mon. & Thurs. 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. • Tues., Wed. & Fri. 7 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Sat. 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.
BODY SHOP OPEN: Mon. thru Fri. 8am-6pm

101 E. GRAND RIVER AVE., FOWLERVILLE

GORMLEYLAWOFFICES.COM

FREE Initial
Consultation

bankruptcy under the bankruptcy code.

517-223-3758
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—Area Deaths—
On Sunday, January 9th, St Mary Men’s Club in Pinckney
Parish located south of M-36 at 10601 Dexter Pinckney Road
is a free-will donation. Proceeds will be used to help support
our St Mary School.
The menu includes: fried or scrambled eggs, hash browns,
biscuits and gravy, French toast, pancakes, ham, pork sausage,

Mary Barron
Kelly Bowen
away from this life on December 2, 2021. She was born on

Michigan, passed away peacefully after a short illness. She
was born in West Virginia and lived in the Detroit area most
of her life.
She was preceded in death by her husband of 41 years,

She is preceded in death by her father Richard Willshaw.
Survived by her husband Michael, mother Lynn, mother-inlaw Mary, brother Christopher, stepdaughter Vyctorya, nieces
Jessica and Arielle, nephews Marcus and Jason, and great
could light up anyone’s day with her smile. She enjoyed
making jewelry and spending time with her animals.
She has been cremated and there will be a memorial service
at a later date so all that knew and loved her may attend.

along with many grandchildren, great grandchildren, a great
-great grandchild and many nieces and nephews.
Mary was a devout Catholic who loved getting together
with family and friends. She enjoyed the Tigers, Red Wings,
travel, cooking and playing games with her family.

Fowlerville Boys

Mio
took a long trip to Mio for
a non-league game against
Mio on Saturday, Dec. 18,
and returned home with a
58-26 win.
way with 19 points while
Phillip Nogafsky had 8.

Chiropractic Health Center of Fowlerville
December 10, 2021. He was born June 24, 1939 in Montpelier,
Ohio, son of the late Jesse and Harriet Thompson.
He loved music and was a talented musician.

NOW OFFERING: DEEP-TISSUE LASER THERAPY
What is Deep-Tissue Laser Therapy?
Laser Therapy is the use of laser energy to create therapeutic results, including,
improved healing time, pain reduction, increased circulation, decreased swelling,
and faster bone repair.
“Over 15 Years Serving
The Local Community”

Clay, as many knew him, was the tall, older gent who
walked around town with a walking stick and leather vest
in every kind of weather. He had so many friends in the

103 W. Grand River Ave., Fowlerville

here.
rest beside his parents, is being held on Tuesday, Dec. 28,
2021, 11a.m. at Detroit Memorial Park, 25062 Plymouth Rd.,
REST in HEAVEN Clay, you will be greatly missed!

DEEP LASER THERAPY NOW OFFERED
We Offer Many Types Of Adjustments Including
IMPULSE INSTRUMENT ADJUSTMENT
The no “popping, no cracking” adjustment.

Pinckney last Monday, Dec. 20, and came away with a hard
fought 42-27 win. Jack Shrader led the way with 12 points,

• Accepting new patients
• Walk-Ins welcome
• Pediatric adjustments
• Sports injuries

• Nutritional support &
testing
• Massage therapy
• Deep-Tissue laser therapy

(517) 223-9276
MOST INSURANCES ACCEPTED

The team improved its overall record to 2-2 on the year
with this non-league win. They have one loss in conference
play.

New Hours: Monday 9-6:30, Tuesday 9-1:30
Wednesday & Thursday 9-6, Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-Noon

This Therapy also helps relax tight muscles that create
chronic pain, joint problems and decreased mobility.

What conditions does it treat?
• Soft tissue injuries
• Tendonitis
• Sprains / Strains
• Back and neck pain
• Repetitive strain injuries
• Carpal tunnel syndrome
• Muscle pain
• Plantar fasciitis
• Tennis elbow
• Arthritis
• Nerve Pain
• Shingles

• Diabetic Peripheral
Neuropathy
• Non-healing wounds
• Lymphedema
• Whiplash
• Bell’s palsy
• Fractures
• Headache & migraines
• Herniated Disc
• Sciatica
• Skin problems
• Bursitis
• Jaw pain / TMJ

page
f...

Fair –
16

air.com
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Fowlerville Fire Department Report
December 16th
7:20 am. Carbon Monoxide alarm activation on Jessica
Circle in the Village.
7:44 am. Gas odor outside on S. Grand Avenue in the
Village.
December 17th
9:20 am. Medical emergency on W. Grand River in the
Village.
1:49 pm. Mutual aid into Ingham County for an injury
accident on Grand River.
9:26 pm. Medical emergency on S. Kane Road in Iosco
Township.
December 18th
3:43 am. Medical emergency on Renee Ct. in Handy
Township.
December 19th
3:39 am. Medical emergency on Dailey Street in the
Village.

4:28 am. Medical emergency on Oak Street in the Village.
7:59 pm. Medical emergency on Little Rascal Drive in
Handy Township.
December 20th
1:56 am. Medical emergency on Fowlerville Road in
Conway Township.
12:42 pm. Medical emergency on Glen Mary Drive in
Conway Township.
2:51 pm. Medical emergency on Benjamin Street in the
Village.
4:11 pm. Medical emergency on Village Drive in the
Village.
6:16 pm. Gas odor investigation on Robb Road in Conway
Township.
11:23 pm. Medical emergency on Hogback Road in Handy
Township.
December 21st
No calls received.

Letter to the Editor

Livingston County Sheriff Mike Murphy apparently has
had to make his bones with Republican Party leaders Meghan
charges against Kacey Helton for exercising her freedom of
speech on the internet.
Murphy must be wishing to join league with Sheriff Dar
Leaf, the tinhorn of Barry County.
By pressing a felony cyberstalking charge against Helton
for her comments on the internet, Murphy can report to the
R Club that he is paying his dues and being a strong leader.
Mike Miller
Fowlerville

Shop Local

JUST for KIDS

JUST for
LAUGHS
Katie Pikkarainen, Agent
215 E. Grand River, Fowlerville

(517) 223-4173

Preschool & After
223-9193
School Childcare(517)
Centers

Fax: (517) 223-9196

www.harmonrealestate.net
100 W. Grand River ~ Fowlerville

Q: What's a cow's favorite night of the year?
A: Moo Year's Eve.
Q: What do snowmen do on New Year’s Eve?
A: Chill out.

Q: Where did the math teacher hang out on New Year’s Eve?
A: Times Square.
Q: What should people never eat on New Year’s Eve?
A: Fire crackers.

119 E. Grand River,
Fowlerville

Just(517)
for
Kids page is sponsored by:
223-9832
Fowlerville Feed & Pet Supplies
(517) 223-9115

Fowlerville
Fairgrounds
Fowlerville

News517-223-8186
& Views
206 E. Grand River

KW CORPORATION

Technology @ Your Service

www.fowlervillefamilyfair.com
517-223-8760

We manage your IT needs so you don’t have to

Meghan Swain Kuch

Managed IT Support VoIP Phone Service

Fowlerville District Library
Board Trustee

Data Backup

Cloud Services

Call us today @ 517-223-3610 Ext 1
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Fowlerville High School
Wrestling Update
By Coach Dan Coon
Our opening dual with Williamston did not appear to be very
positive when you looked at the end score, but it was good for
us--we competed. Williamston has some very talented and
skilled wrestlers and we kept those matches closer than many
expected. They have the state placers and a two-time state
champ in their line-up.
Our score was 30-42. We gave them 12 points because we
do not have a 112 pounder or a 140 pounder yet. Our young
wrestlers stepped up and put it all on the line.
Our second dual of the year was with Lansing Sexton.
Sexton wrestlers are still learning the importance of why they
should be committed to practicing what they want to do. Our
team showed them why you should be at practice and work
for improvement. We don’t have to make jumps forward
everyday, but we do want to practice to improve, even if it’s
only one percent per day. We gave Sexton 12 points and beat
them 60-24.

thirteen teams. Ovid Elsie 114, Fowlerville 108.5 and Linden
108 were the top three. If we had just one more wrestler
scoring points, we could have won.

Hannah Arledge-Teran, Jon Davis, Matt Jeffrey and Clayton
Minock. Other point scorers were Levi Baker, Mark Bassett,
Maggie Buurma, Richard Davis and Waylon Lamkin.
Junior Varsity wrestlers were Adam Aeschliman (2nd),
Douglas Braidwood (2nd), Drake Dining (1st), and Nathan
the High School team and won at least one match. They are
gaining the experience to add to the Varsity very soon.
Our team is gaining momentum and is learning to
budget their time. The last couple of weeks and going

“Lack of direction, not the lack of time is the problem. We
all have 24 hours in a day.” Zig Ziglar
Competing in wrestling takes a dedication of time that
few will understand until you are involved. You cannot just
practice sometimes and expect to be successful. Success is
not always in the wins and losses, but in the improvement.
We are expected to excel in classes, help our teammates grow
on and off the mats, and push ourselves to be the best that we
can be. It takes goals and a dedication to those goals to make
the 24 hours work to our advantage. Our team is working to

WOW Wrestling Christmas
Tournament ‘a success’
By Dan Coon

with success. We started the tournament at 9am and were
completed by 12:30pm. There were 119 wrestlers with each
of them competing in 2-3 matches in just over 3 hours. Our
WOW had 39 local wrestlers getting mat time. Leading
the way this week for the WOW wrestlers were: Jaxson
Heffentrager, Koleman Bergin, Larson O’Neil, Jacob Hodge
their age group and weight classes.
Other competitors were: Brooklyn Treichel, Beckett Jones,
and Presley Devine in the 2016-17 age group. Abagail Larson,
Zoey Canup, Charlie Bergin, Alex Hune, Cole Padyjasek,
and Ryker Moore II represented the 2014-15 age group. Our
largest group, the 2012-13, are outstanding. Lowell O’Neil,
Karson Douglass, Jessica Buurma, Jaxson Padyjasek, Noah
Kidd, Waylon Elias, Elena Bergin, Dylan Heilner, Jack Ives,
Lucas Hodge, Lucas Guerin, Harlan Ratliff, and Jamisonn
Stankov. Arvel Larson was the lone representative for the age
group 2010-11.
Our middle schoolers were: Connor Stankov, Gavinn
Stankov, Tony Bergin, Kiely Davis, and Liam O’Neil.
In my opinion, wrestling can be a cruel sport and a rewarding
sport. It is a very emotional sport for both the competitors and
parents. We get caught up in the competition and each little
move can be the deciding factor in a win or a loss. We are
learning to keep our emotions in check and sportsmanship is
important in the wins and losses. Just like in life, we want to
win all the time, and it doesn’t always go our way.
These wrestlers are learning to deal with loss so they know
how to win. We want to protect our kids so much, we often
don’t give them a chance to lose. When they do face a loss
as they get older, they have not learned how to cope with it. I
have seen so many kids in high school and junior high afraid
to try something because they are afraid of the possible loss.
Wrestlers are faced with losses every time they step on the
mat, and in turn, learn to deal with it, battle back, and turn
into champions.

Second place at this tournament shows we are making
progress, but that we still have room to grow. Our next
competition is at Livonia Stevenson on December 30 and our
next time at home meet is January 12 with Mason.

Fowlerville Feed &
Pet Supplies Inc.

GWEN IVES KATO, Realtor

“Merry Christmas &
Happy New Year!
Call me in 2022!”
Cell Phone: 517-294-4014
E-mail: gkato@previewproperties.com
@ Gwen Ives Kato, Realtor

Authorized Generator

Sales & Service Dealer

Generator Financing Now Available!
(517) 223-2302 • ionelectric.org

PARRISH CARPET
COMPANY
LLC

ALL YOUR FLOORING NEEDS
Residential & Commercial
Owner, Steve Parrish

120 Hale Street • 517-223-9115

Happy New Year!

parrishcarpet.com

Closed New Year’s Day. Regular hours the rest of the week.

(517) 223-2420

Carrying a Variety of Ice-Melting Salts

parrishcarpet@gmail.com

* Iceaway (rock salt)
* Dragon Melt (low temperature)
* Paw Thaw (pet friendly)

“Over 30 Years In Business”

Michigan Wood Fuels Wood Pellets
257.50 full pallet $133.75 half pallet
$
5.50 40 lb bag
$

“Stay Safe, Stay Healthy!”
NEW HOURS: Monday - Friday • 8am - 5pm
Saturday • 8am - 1pm

Expert Installation
by Local Installers

FREE IN HOME ESTIMATES!
TUESDAY - FRIDAY 10AM – 5PM
SATURDAY 10AM – 2PM
SUNDAY & MONDAY – CLOSED

9225 W. Grand River, Fowlerville, MI 48836
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Dick Scott Motor Mall donates to
Marine Corps League ‘Toys for Tots’

The Dick Scott Motor Mall Team, under the leadership of
Jud Scott, generously donated an array of toys for children
of all ages to the Marine Corps League ‘Toys For Tots’.
These toys will be distributed to the children of Livingston
and many happy, smiling faces will be seen on Christmas
Day. Shown here, from left standing, were Jud Scott, Paul
Ziffer, Rick Tavormina, and Nelson Cypher; and in front,
Del Nickolenk and Anna Thrall.

SUD-Z-PET
142 N. Grand
Downtown
Fowlerville

Hours: Open Wed. thru Sun. 9am
until the last dog goes home.
Closed Mon. and Tues.

HAPPY NEW
YEAR!

Thank your for your
patronage! Looking
forward to serving your
pets needs in 2022.

517-292-2215

facebook.com/sudzpet
SUDZPETGROOMING.COM

SCHERER
PERFORMANCE
AUTO REPAIR & ACCESSORIES

Wishing You a
Happy New Year
7050 W. GRAND RIVER
FOWLERVILLE • 517-223-2200
Hours: Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm
Kevin Scherer, Owner

Livingston Board of Commissioners
approves 2022 Fiscal Year Budget
The Livingston County Board of Commissioners approved
the 2022 Fiscal Year Budget at its meeting on Dec. 13th.
The General Fund budget comprises $53.6 million
of a $102.4 million total budget. Just over $792,000 in
capital improvements is planned for 2022 and $650,000 is
appropriated for an additional payment to MERS for the
County’s pension plan.
Livingston County will continue to operate with the lowest
County millage rate in the state and the County’s AAA bond
It was noted that only 3% of all counties in the United States
have earned this designation.
The board also passed the following resolutions:
• The Courts will be
submitting an application
for the 2022 Coronavirus
Emergency
Supplemental
Funding Grant, which is
administered by the Michigan
State Police, in the amount of
$150,000.
• The Airport’s grant
agreement with the Michigan
Department of Transportation
under the FAA 2021 CRRSAA
Act has been approved. The
Airport will receive $23,000
from the grant for operation
expenses.

• The Health Department’s agreement with The Michigan
Department of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy
(EGLE) to conduct environmental health related services has
been approved. EGLE will reimburse the Health Department
$138,063 for the covered services.
• EMS will be utilizing the MITN contract with Boundtree
Medical for medical supplies for an amount not to exceed
$153,000 for 2022.
• EMS will also utilize contracts with Henry Schein,
McKesson Medical-Surgical, and Medline Industries to
purchase medical supplies.
• A contract for janitorial, maintenance, and lawn care for
Community Mental Health at a cost of $8,018.42 a month has
been approved.
• The Adult Drug Court and Veterans Treatment Court
have both accepted $50,000 through the Bureau of Justice
Assistance Grant for operation and expansion costs.
• The Board of Commissioners have reauthorized temporary
2022. The leave grants up to fourteen calendar days of leave.
31, 2022, or upon action by the Board of Commissioners,
whatever date is soonest.
Stoker & Toskey as civil counsel for the County and its
various departments since 1980. A contract amendment with
4%.
• Renovations to the Historical Courthouse will be made as
the County Clerk’s Election Division will utilize a workspace

Continued on next page

517-223-7593
Mon.–Fri. 7am–5pm

2-28-22.

2-28-22.

2-28-22.

COLLISION
Body Work • Collision
Baked-On Factory Finish
Frame Work • State Certified

2-28-22.

2-28-22.

2-28-22.

2-28-22.

24 Hour
Video Surveillance

General Automotive Repair
Brakes • Tires
Suspension & Alignments
Electrical
New Car Maintenance
ASE Certified Technicians

24/7 Access

2-28-22.

Auto Glass
Stone Chip Repair
Truck Accessories

MECHANICAL

Gated Property

2-28-22.

AUTO GLASS

STORAGE
Well Lit Area

2-28-22.

FREE
LOANERS
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St. Joseph Knights of Columbus Council #2659 presents check
to ‘Toys for Tots’
During a recent Knights of Columbus meeting it was brought to the membership’s attention “Toys for Tots” does not stress the need for children twelve years and older. These children have different needs than those of a much younger age group. The Knights Of Columbus
Council was quick to react and address this group of children under the leadership of Grand
such as: watches, remote control cars, drones, video devices for learning, video games and
initial robotic building.
Harold Aardol,
Grand Knight for the Knights of Columbus Council # 2659 of St. Joseph Parish located In Howell presented a check to Gary Dunn, District Manager for ‘Toys For Tots’, with a
donation of $1,200 to provide for the needs of the older children in Livingston, County.
Harold Aardal indicated he will put forth a great deal of effort to increase the donation for
these children in 2022.

Livingston Board of
Commissioners, continued
Services and the County Clerk have worked in conjunction to
design a highly functioning and secure space to be completed
utilizing existing contracts for construction services and
furniture through John Stewart General Contractors and
MarxModa. Facility Services and County Clerk Elections
Division would like to move forward with the project to
renovate the space at a cost not to exceed $110,299 which
includes a 10% contingency.
• Livingston County has adopted the Municipal Employee’s
Retirement Plan to be applicable to all eligible non-union
employees hired on or after January 1, 2022. The County
will contribute 4% of MERS includable wages for the Plan
Year. If a Participant contributes a percentage of includable
wages for the Plan Year, the Employer shall make a matching
contribution of up to 4% of includable wages for the Plan
Year on behalf of that Participant.
• The removal and replacement of the foam agent used
completed soon. The estimated cost of the repairs is $39,900
and will be billed to The University of Michigan per the
current lease agreement.
• Jason Schrock has been appointed to the Livingston
County Planning Commission with a term expiring October
31, 2024.
• The Board of Commissioners have granted a property
easement to the City of Howell for the purpose of constructing
restroom facilities. The property is located at the corner of
Clinton Street and Court Street in downtown Howell. The
City of Howell will be responsible for all construction cost
associated with the project as well as ongoing maintenance
to the facility.
Please Note: This is only a portion of resolutions and
work completed by the Livingston County Board of
Commissioners. Please refer to the Board’s meeting minutes

From left were David Mester,Tom Wilmoth, Mark Fraser, Harold Aardal (Grand
Knight CO# 2659), Gary Dunn (Toys For Tots District Manager), Greg Smigielski,
and Larry Schillinger.

Happy New Year from
The Mahon Homes Team
with Keller Williams Realty

Advertise in the...

BUSINESS
SERVICE
SECTION

“Local real estate experts, here to help.”

Wishing
you a
happy
and
healthy
2022.

Heather Mahon

Kevin Mahon

734.649.1428

in every issue
for as low as

248.459.2774

Bobbie Flanary

517.294.2344

Call us
with all
your real
estate
needs.

$

6 A WEEK
Call

223-8760
for details

Don Rose

810.875.4084

Jacie Devota

810.588.7667

Mary Zucker

517.812.9339

KW Living • 746 S Grand Avenue • Fowlerville, MI 48836

available at: www.livgov.com
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Brady Kennels
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“In urnace in
first ftober of
Oc 7!”
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ALL

Victory Mechanical is a family
based operation. Run by Father,
Son and Grandson, along with
some help from knowledgeable,
honest, dedicated employees.

(517) 223-0203
“Oliver”
Owners: Connie & Bill Cook from Howell

3650 Hogback Road, Fowlerville, MI 48836

517.223.3939

FEEL FREE TO CALL!

“NO Games,

NO Gimmicks”

Service
Furnaces
Air Conditioners
Water Heaters
New Construction
Replacement
Light Commercial
Licensed & Insured

Fowlerville & Beyond

www.victorymechanical.com
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Jane’s Garage

Mechanic Shop & Oil Change

Webberville Report
Williamston Area Senior
Center

Oil Changes

(Formerly Randy’s Mechanical Shop)

3.00 OFF

New Hours:
Mon, Wed, Fri 8am–5pm
Tues, Thur 8am–6pm
Closed Sat & Sun

First Come, First Serve
• Alignments
• Suspension & Steering
• Brakes • Flushes
• A/C & Heating

$

Any Oil Change

201 School Street - 517-655-5173

December 2021-January 2022 Events
Please check our website www.williamstonseniorcenter.com

www.janesgaragellc.com
(517) 223-5989 • 75 Fowlerville Rd. • Fowlerville

Call for an Appointment

activities.
***
Tuesday, December 28th – Euchre 10am-Noon, National
Chocolate Day Party and Tai-Chi Chair Exercise with Paul
at 12:30pm
Wednesday, December 29th – Euchre 10am-Noon, NEW
YEAR’S PARTY at 12:30pm and Needle Work Group from
1pm-3pm
Thursday, December 30th -- Closed

HARTMAN SEPTIC, LLC
RESIDENTIAL CLEANING

Serving Livingston County &
Surrounding Areas
Multiple Rate Job Discount

License #47-27

517-294-8433

Gary Hartman
Owner/Operator

Hay • Livestock • Produce
Every Saturday starting at 9:45 am
December 18, 2021 Prices

Auctioned Item

Quantity

Square Hay
Round Hay
Large Square Hay
Square Straw
Wood
Chickens
Pigeons
Sheep
Calves
Goat

1221
258
8
20
16
46
9
4
2
3

Price

$4.00-$7.00
$20.00-$80.00
$72.50 each
$3.50
$37.50 - $77.50
$1.00-$4.50
$3.00 - $3.50
$80.00 - $130.00
$35.00 - $260.00
$45.00 - $55.00

Live Outdoor Consignment Auctions
2nd & 4th Sunday of each month starting at 10:00am
Online Auction
3rd Sunday of each month starting at 7:00pm
3040 dietz rd. • WiLLiamston, mi 48895 • 517-655-6343

& AUTO GLASS
3030 Fowlerville Rd.
Fowlerville Exit 129

HOURS:
Monday - Friday
8am-6pm

517-223-3721
jamiestjohn@dickscott.com

WINTER’s Arrived!
Time to make
your car
or truck
sparkle!

YOU CHOOSE YOUR COLLISION CENTER BECAUSE...

COUPON

FREE

Senior Spotlight—Logan Chrisinske
By Lydia Howard
Whether it be on the court or in the classroom, Logan
Chrisinske has left a lasting impression on everyone who
comes into contact with her.
“I like a lot of things about Logan, but my favorite thing is
her sense of humor,” said fellow senior Logan Pierce. “She’s
just naturally funny and always is so much fun to be around.”
Chrisinske is the daughter of Thomi and Brian Chrisinske
and is sister to Lance Chrisinske who graduated in 2017 and
Daniele Mann who graduated in 2009.
“My parents have always been super supportive of me,”
said Chrisinske. “They have come to all of my big events and
have backed me up with all of my career decisions.”
After high school Chrisinske plans to go to Michigan
State University and get her communications degree. She is
interested in this degree because there is a lot that can be done
career-wise.
“Even though I’m not entirely sure what I want to do yet,
my dream job would be something in public relations,” she
said.
Chrisinske has been a very hard worker academically and
has taken on extra challenges to better grow her knowledge.
For her senior year, she enrolled in and was accepted into
Lansing Community College’s dual enrollment programs—
taking two English classes and two general education classes
in one year. Her favorite classes are her LCC ones because
Tanja Scifers, is very involved and helpful.
“I love having Logan’s bubbly energy in class,” said Ms.
Scifers, the online class advisor. “I really admire the drive
and dedication that she puts into her schoolwork.”
Along with academics, Chrisinske has been very involved
and successful in athletics. She played basketball her
freshman and sophomore years, and ran track her freshman,
sophomore, and junior years. Her favorite sport is volleyball
which she has played all four years of high school. During
Chrisinske’s senior year, the volleyball team went to district
“Playing sports with Logan is always an adventure. There’s
never a dull moment during practice or games,” said fellow
senior Kylie Atkins. “She’s always making me laugh and
she’s such a fun person to play with.”
Chrisinske’s high school years have been very different to
what was expected due to COVID-19. With schools being
shut down for most of her sophomore year and online classes
during junior year, it’s been a challenge.
“My advice to underclassmen is to enjoy high school when
you can because it goes by very fast,” said Chrisinske.

NIESA Fire Report (Northeast Ingham
Emergency Service Authority)

On Wednesday December 15, 2021 NIESA had three
responses. All of them were emergency medical calls, with
one in Locke Township, one in the City of Williamston, and
one in Williamstown Township.
Thursday December 16, 2021 NIESA had six calls. Three
responses were emergency medical calls, with one in the City
of Williamston, one in Williamstown Township, and another
One was a vehicle accident in Leroy Township at I-96 and
M-52, another was an assist to Meridian Township Fire for
Williamstown Township.
On Friday December 17, 2021 NIESA responded to seven
calls. Four were emergency medical calls with one in the
Village of Webberville, one in the City of Williamston, one
in Locke Township, and one was assisting Lansing Mason
Williamstown Township for a utility pole problem with wire

Check us out
on our website!

accident was in Williamstown Township.
Saturday December 18, 2021 NIESA responded to four calls.
Two responses were for vehicle accidents, with one occurring
in Leroy Township and a second in Locke Township. The
other two responses were emergency medical calls within the
City of Williamston.
On Sunday December 19, 2021 NIESA responded to four
emergency medical calls, all within the City of Williamston.
Monday December 20, 2021 NIESA had six calls. One was

www.Fowlervillenewsandviews.com

activation. It turned out to be a faulty detector. The remaining
four responses were emergency medical calls. Three occurred
in the City of Williamston, one in Williamstown Township,
and one in the Village of Webberville.
On Tuesday December 21, 2021 NIESA responded to
three emergency medical calls. One response was in the City
of Williamston, one was in Locke Township, and the third
response was in Williamstown Township.

The Fowlerville News & Views
is on the web!

An E-Edition of the current weekly
issue is posted on the site.

Loaner with Collision Repair
DickScottCollision-Fowlerville.com

Tuesday, January 4th – Euchre 10am-Noon, Tai-Chi
Chair Exercise with Paul at 12:30pm, and Trivia Day
Wednesday, January 5th – Euchre 10am-Noon, Fire
Department Winter Safety at 12:30pm and Needle Work
Group from 1pm-3pm
Thursday, January 6th – Euchre 10am-Noon and Birthday
Bash at 12:30pm with DJ Carlson Clarinet Player
Monday, January 10th – Pizza & Salad Lunch from 11am1pm and Garden Club at 5pm
Tuesday, January 11th – Euchre 10am-Noon, Craft at
12:30pm and start of Community Puzzle
Wednesday, January 12th – Euchre 10am-Noon, National
Hot Tea Day/Tea Party & Scones at 12:30pm and Needle
Work Group from 1pm-3pm
Thursday, January 13th – Euchre 10am-Noon, National
Rubber Duckie Day/Rubber Duckie Bingo at 12:30pm
Tuesday, January 18th – Euchre 10am-Noon and Tai-Chi
Chair Exercise with Paul at 12:30pm
Wednesday, January 19th – Euchre 10am-Noon, National
Popcorn Day/Movie & Popcorn showing Mary Poppins and
Needle Work Group from 1pm-3pm
Thursday, January 20th – Euchre 10am-Noon and
Consumers Energy Workshop at 12:30pm
Monday, January 24th – Chili & Cornbread Lunch from
11am-1pm
Tuesday, January 25th – Euchre 10am-Noon and Mind
Games with the Library at 12:30pm
Wednesday, January 26th – Euchre 10am-Noon, Australia
Day/Travel to Australia Day at 12:30pm and Needle Work
Group from 1pm-3pm

@ Fowlerville News Online
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Fowlerville

2021 Year in Review

Here are some of the news stories and happenings that
occurred in the Fowlerville-Webberville area during the past
year.
***

continuing the hard-work that’s been implemented from past
legislators in our community.”
Rep. Bezotte, joined during the ceremony by family
members, represents Michigan’s 47th House District.
***
JAN. 24
Webberville youth nominated to Merchant Marine
Academy
A Webberville youth is among the three mid-Michigan
students that U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow has nominated
to Military Academies.
Forrest Smith was selected to attend the United States
Merchant Marine Academy in Kings Point, New York.
***
Handy Township Zoning Administrator retires after
serving 12 years at post
Bill Call, the Handy Township Zoning Administrator, has

Sara Spalding, center, is shown here signing the
letter of intent to South Alabama University. Looking on
are her parents, Belinda and Rich Spalding.
Spalding also went on to be honored as an individual
champion at the Durand, Hillsdale, and Battle Creek meets

at the end of December.
the Michigan House of Representatives.
JAN. 3
Fowlerville lawmaker looks back at six years in state
House of Representatives
By Steve Horton
At midnight on New Year’s Eve, Dr. Henry ‘Hank’

continued to be available to assist his replacement, Bonnie
Flanery, on an ‘on call’ basis.
Call added that he kept his position on the Livingston
County Planning Commission, noting that “I still have one
board meeting to go to.”
At 72, Call said he felt “it was time to step back.”
***

47th District in Michigan’s House of Representatives came to
an end. Vaupel, a Republican, has been in the Legislature for
the past six years, serving three two-year terms. He leaves
day of business for this session. With Vaupel being present, it
allowed him to boast of not missing any days, any committee
He also ends his time in the House with 21 bills signed into
law.
***
St. Joseph Mercy Livingston receives COVID-19 vaccine
On Dec. 23, just prior to Christmas, St. Joseph Mercy
FDA-approved Moderna COVID-19 vaccine.
The hospital received 800 doses, joining six other Trinity
Health Michigan hospitals that have begun administering
COVID-19 vaccines to front line workers.
***

Ellen Peters is the new head librarian at the Fowlerville
District Library.
JAN. 31
New head librarian at Fowlerville, looking forward to
meeting patrons, engaging in community
San Diego, California and then Spokane, Washington,
Fowlerville’s new head librarian, Ellen Peters, said that
she had been looking for an opportunity to move back to
Michigan.
“Many of my family still lives here and I really wanted
to come home,” she said. “I was looking for just the right
position to do that and I found it here.”

MHSAA State Finals. Her hard work culminated on a warm
and windy afternoon at Michigan International Speedway
where she ran her best race of her career, winning her heat,
and taking second place honors in the state.
Sara’s hard work and talent also made her a prominent
recruit at the collegiate level. She has accepted her next
challenge by signing a national letter of intent to compete for
the University of South Alabama.
***
FEB. 21
Webberville FFA members compete in virtual District
Leadership Contests
The Webberville FFA members competed virtually in
District Leadership Contests on Wednesday and Thursday,
Feb. 10-11.
“We are very proud of their hard work to prepare and work
through the new obstacles placed in front of them due to the
president.
Below are the results:
Creed –
Job Interview –
– Silver
Prepared Public Speaking – Jake Bales – Silver and
Brandon Smith – Silver
Greenhand Public Speaking
Advancing to regionals
Demonstration – Soil Sampling “Just Dig It”— Kat
***

up, while ‘here’ is the Fowlerville District Library.
Peters began her new position on Jan. 4, heading a staff
of 11 full-time and part-time employees. The library has been
operating with an interim head librarian for the past several
months.

Landen Blixt on the rings.
JAN. 10
Covid-19 Pandemic won’t stop local gymnast from
chasing Olympic dream
By Ashlee Buhler
Few people can say they discovered their biggest passion
in life when they were just 18 months old—and then stick
with it for the next 14 years. However, that is exactly how
the story goes for Landen Blixt, an elite gymnast from
Fowlerville.
Merely a baby, Blixt was enrolled in a “mommy and me”
gymnastics class to exert some extra energy and keep active.
By the age of three he had dabbled in a few other sports like

its interior and exterior remodeling plans, but also a facility
that has been under COVID-19 public-health restrictions that
limit in-person gatherings.
***
FEB. 7
High School contact sports to resume Feb. 8
In a televised report broadcast by Channel 6 Lansing, it
was announced that high school contact sports will resume
this Monday, Feb. 8. The TV station carried live coverage of

Michigan Legislature was
gaveled into session following the swearing-in ceremony.

Whitmer this past Thursday afternoon on its website.
Along with making this announcement that contact sports
would resume, Whitmer reiterated her goal to get kids in the
classroom by March 1st.
In the Fowlerville and Webberville schools, these contact
sports include boys and girls basketball, wrestling, and
competitive cheer.
***
FE B. 14
Webberville athlete caps cross country career with
Division 1 scholarship
Webberville High School senior Sara Spalding had big
expectations for the 2020 high school cross country season.
She set personal goals to qualify for state and also wanted to
put her name at the top of the Webberville High School Cross
Country record board.
As it turned out, Sara did not have to wait long to see these

good people of the 47th District,” Bezotte said. “I’m looking
forward to joining the other state legislators at the Capitol in

broke the school record. Sara went on to improve her own
record throughout the season.

that stuck.
Now at the age of 17, Blixt is competing at the sports
highest level and has Olympic aspirations. He spends 20

old.
***
JAN. 17
Rep. Bob Bezotte of Howell was sworn in on Wednesday
st

From left are Scott Groger of Brighton, the State
VFW commander, Reinold Yahnka of Springport, the
District 6 commander, Michelle Spisz, and Butch Ogden
of Fowlerville, the Post 6464 commander.
FEB. 28
VFW honors essay winners, teachers at ceremony
Fowlerville VFW Post 6464 and its Auxiliary held its
annual Patriots Pen, Voice of Democracy, and Teacher of the
Year Award Ceremony this past Sunday, Feb. 21.
member who co-chaired the event with Lynn Steward, a
member of the VFW Auxiliary.
The theme for the Patriots Pen Contest was “What is
Patriotism to Me?” Area students, in grades sixth thru eighth
in six area school districts as well as those being homeschooled, were invited to submit a written essay of between
Fowlerville Junior High, won the contest.
The Voice of Democracy Scholarship Program, which is
open to high school students from the six area school districts
and those being home-schooled, had the theme of “Is This
the Country Our Founders Envisioned?” Participants record
at Mason High School, won the contest.
The Teacher of the Year Awards are presented to educators
who “Promote Americanism and Patriotic Principles.” There
are three categories: K-5th grades, 6th-8th grades, and 9th-12th
grades.
Michelle Spisz won the 6th-8th grade category. She teaches
continued on next page
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2021 Year in Review, continued

convention. In July, their application will be forwarded to

science and yearbook at the Fowlerville Junior High. Jill
Thomas, a social studies instructor at the Fowlerville High
School, won the 9th-12th grade category. Spisz, in addition,
won both the District 6 and state competitions. This was the
second time in the past three years that she has been named
as the top state teacher for the junior-high grades.
***

.

members of the department also received a Meritorious
Service Award for performing work or duties “above what is

***
and programs.”

Dale Morey.
***
APRIL 18
‘great’ season with league, district & regional titles
Last year an outstanding Webberville Varsity Boys

Pictured here are Heather, Maddie and Alex Derian.
Maddie advanced to the FFA State Finals for public
speaking.
Pictured from left to right Justin Gutierrez, Maria
Kilpela, Maria Beach, Arianna Strength, Tegan
Thompson, Evelyn Hocking, Kayleigh Callahan.
MARCH 7
Jr. High congratulates Top 10 seventh grade readers
The Fowlerville Community Schools, like others across
Michigan, have planned numerous special events for ‘March
is Reading’ Month with the goal of stressing the importance
of this educational and leisure-time activity. But, of course,
reading isn’t something to be done only one month of the
year—either at school, at home, in the library, or elsewhere.
The requirement for seventh grade students in their ELA
class at Fowlerville Junior High was to read enough books

MARCH 28
Webberville FFA student advances to State Finals in
public speaking contest
Maddie Derian of the Webberville FFA Chapter recently
competed in the Greenhand Public Speaking Contest and
advanced to the State Finals, with her food safety speech
entitled Menacing Meals: Breaking News for Everyone’s
Consumption. Final results will be announced at the FFA
State Convention April 21. She is the daughter of Heather and
Haynes and Dana Gorski were alternates to state contests
after earning gold at the regional level.
***

Congratulations to the following seventh grade students
who are at the top of their game when it comes to reading:
1st place Maria Beach - 6,799 pages read, 2nd place Evelyn

Reagan Wilkins - 2,174 pages read.
***
MARCH 14
Fowlerville FFA members advancing to the State
Leadership Contest Finals
Hard work and determination paid off for the Fowlerville
FFA members who participated in the recent Regional
Leadership Contests. Eleven members advanced from the
district competition to compete in four different events at the
regionals, and the Chapter is thrilled to announce that two

Colin Munsell
Our Regional contestants who didn’t advance, but
earned a silver rating:
(Equine Home Vaccinations)
***
MARCH 21
Handy Township contracts for two road improvement
projects
Handy Township has contracted for two road improvement
projects this year with the Livingston County Road
Commission.
and Wheeler roads will have the current layer of asphalt
milled off, with two new coats of blacktop then applied. The
work will include necessary upgrades to the road shoulders
and replacing any culverts that are in poor condition. The
The two-mile stretch on Van Buren Road between North
Fowlerville and Nicholson roads, meanwhile, will receive a
chip-and-seal application. The estimated cost of the project is
***
Webberville FFA Chapter recognized as National Chapter
The Webberville FFA Chapter has been recognized as a
top three in the state and was selected to present at the state

Webberville—like all of the other schools in Michigan—
resumed action, with a lot of games squeezed into a much
shorter time frame.
What occurred for the Spartans was another outstanding
season, only without a postponement of tournament play.
This time around they got a chance to “chase the title.”
April 6 to Tri-Unity Christian of Wyoming in the Division 4

Proposed automotive test tracks at FT Techno.
APRIL 4
Fowlerville Proving Ground gets township approval for
new test tracks
FT Techno of America’s Fowlerville Proving Grounds
acre facility, located southeast of the Village, after receiving
Mike Benjamin, the Senior Manager of Operations, said

Our Regional Gold Winners:
Courtney Steffee- Job Interview
Abby Thomas- Prepared Public Speaking (CRISPR Gene
Editing)
Ag Issues Team (“Farmly Feud”: Should Michigan

to play for the District championship when the fast-spreading
COVID-19 virus prompted a closure of Michigan schools
and the postponement of high school tournament play.
It was a group that Coach Nate Lott felt was one of the
“best ever” to play at the school and had the ability to capture
the state title.
The hope was that post-season action would resume;
however, that did not happen. Thus, the Spartans season
joined that long list of “what ifs” that populate our personal
and shared histories.
For a time it appeared that the current team, including
seniors who had been members of last year’s squad, would
also have their season thwarted by the pandemic. After a long
delay, players and coaches were allowed to practice. But the
interscholastic schedule remained “on hold.”

track that will offer different surfaces to test for ride comfort
in passenger cars and trucks.

prior to that, league and district titles.
***
APRIL 25
Tentative offer made by Fowlerville Fire Authority to
purchase land for new station
A tentative offer has been made by the Fowlerville Fire
Authority to purchase land for a new station.
west of Gregory Road, and is part of property owned by the
Fowlerville United Brethren Church.
beginning at the county drain and going west on Grand River
to the old farmhouse,” the Authority noted in a news release.
“Geographically, it’s almost perfectly centered width-wise in
Handy Township and length-wise when considering Conway
and Iosco Townships.”
The new station would replace the downtown hall on
North Grand Avenue.
***

pointed out.
The handling course is a major addition to the Proving
Ground menu, Benjamin noted.
pad, low-friction surfaces that simulate ice and snow, and a
track that simulates city driving conditions for autonomous
vehicles,” he said. “This new course will make us a fullfeature, one-stop facility for many of our clients.”
Benjamin added that the Proving Ground’s current
manufacturers from around the world.
***
APRIL 11
Pair of Fowlerville wrestlers compete in recent U.S.
Olympic Team Trial
A pair of Fowlerville wrestlers, who were teammates in
high school, competed in the recent U.S. Olympic Team
As it turned out, one of them—Adam Coon—won his
weight class and is one step away from qualifying to take part
in the Summer Olympics scheduled for Tokyo, Japan. The
***
ceremony
year’s event was cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The ceremony was highlighted by the announcement that

The Fowlerville Fire Department served their Fire
House Chili. Pictured here serving the chili were Fire
Chief Bob Feig and Assistant Fire Chief Mike LeMieux.
MAY 2
Fowlerville 4th of July Chili & Soup Cook-Off enjoys
successful outing
With last year’s Fowlerville 4th of July Chili & Soup CookOff being cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic and this
year’s event being held in an outdoors’ setting due to publichealth restrictions on indoor gatherings, organizers were
uncertain about what would happen as far as turn-out.
What happened last Saturday, April 24, was a successful
outing. Despite cool weather and a threat of rain, a large
crowd showed up at the Fowlerville fairgrounds for the
annual fundraiser.
Brown Commercial Building, with chili and soup being
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offered for tasting, and judging. Participants in the Cookoff got to compete for bragging rights, while attendees had
the opportunity to enjoy samples of all the entries and a

Heeg, Wyatt Soli, Ethan Hall, Ethan Way, Coach Brad Sova,
Cole Sova, Dylan Perkins, Coach Eric Perkins, and Coach
Rich Wallace.
***

evening, along with a Silent Auction.
Winners of the different categories were: Judges Best

out diplomas at the southern one and High School Principal
Bradford Lusk awarding them at the northern one.
After receiving their diplomas, the seniors continued to the
school campus. Once there, lots of photos were taken and
an opportunity offered to celebrate the occasion with fellow
classmates, members, and friends.

Mike Scheib, People’s Choice Best Soup- Mike Scheib, Most

***

Judges Best Chili- Fowlerville Fire Department, MI Army
Choice Best Chili- MI National Guard.
***
Fowlerville High School announces Top 10 seniors in
Class of 2021
Laude honors for having obtained a grade-point-average of
Sydney Bush is the valedictorian, and Abby Dyc is the
salutatorian. The others, in order of ranking, are Elizabeth
Bilyk, Ariana Eggleston, Lauren Murray, Jenna Bailey,
Makenna Maher, Tyler Bigos, Luke Render, and Courtney
Steffee.
***
MAY 9
Fowlerville School District voters reject bond issue by
33-vote margin
bond issue by a slim margin in an election held last Tuesday,

MAY 30
Webberville High School holds graduation ceremony
Webberville High School held its graduation ceremony on
Steven Vowles, the Secondary Principal, gave a Welcome
Address, followed by the high school band and choir
performing The Star-Spangled Banner.
Dana Gorski, the class president, was the Mistress of
Ceremonies, and offered an Opening Address. As the
valedictorian, she also gave a second speech.
Greg Glover, a retired teacher and administrator and now
a coach at Webberville Community Schools, was the guest

Jennifer Johnson, an instructor at Kreeger Elementary,
received a plaque and $500 grant from Barry Wood, the
Michigan commander of the American Legion, during a
ceremony held at the school last Tuesday. Also present
were Bobbiesue Adams, left, the school assistant
principal, and Jason Miller, right, the school principal.
Kreeger Elementary instructor receives American
Legion “Teacher of the Year’ Award
Johnson, who is the Social Studies teacher at the Fowlerville

***
School Superintendent Wayne Roedel said that school
The centerpiece of the proposal was the construction of a
also called for moving the Early Childhood Development
Center and the Recreation Department, now housed in the
Munn facility, to the Smith School and decommissioning and
demolishing the Munn building.
***
MAY 16
Fowlerville wrestler Adam Coon fails to qualify for
Olympic Games
Adam Coon, a Fowlerville High School alumnus, failed
to qualify for the Olympic Games scheduled to be held in
Tokyo, Japan, this summer despite having won the Greco-

JUNE 6
Fowlerville High School holds Senior Athletic Awards
Night
Fowlerville High School held its Senior Athletic Awards
Night this past Wednesday, June 2, in the Competition Gym.
Brian Osborn, the high school athletic director, emceed the
event, providing both welcoming and closing remarks aimed
at the seniors and their parents.
During the program, the CAAC Scholar Athletes were
recognized, four-year awards presented by the various
coaches to seniors who played a sport throughout their high
school career, gifts were given out by the Athletic Boosters
to each of the senior athletes, the winners of the scholarships
were announced, and the Ironman Awards presented.
athletic program, being a member of at least one team during
their high school career.
***

at the U.S. Olympic Team Trials last month.
Under the rules, his was one of three weight classes where

Barry Wood, the state commander, at a special ceremony
the honor by the Legion’s Dept. of Michigan Education and
Scholarship Committee.
Social Studies instructor seven years ago.
***
Webberville Track Team has strong showing at State
Meet
The Webberville Varsity Track Team, led by head coaches
qualify and compete at the MHSAA state meet.
Senior Gage Rhodes led the way and was crowned state
champion in the men’s pole vault! Gage cemented his
Senior Sara Spalding earned state-runner up honors in the
addition to her state runner-up honors, Sara also broke the

. She was joined by freshman state

th

jump) and Ethan Brunson (shot put) were also honored as
relay team of Lucas Bliesner, Liam Wilder, Caleb Howard,
***
Webberville High School announces Top 10 seniors in
Class of 2021

Haynes, Sydney Piper, Peyton Branch, Saraphine Spalding,
Ella Smyth, and Lucas Bliesner.
ceremony begins at 7 p.m.
***

MAY 23
Fowlerville Junior Baseball Team wins tournament at
Farmington Hills
The FJBA 14U ‘Wolves’ team was the tournament
great weekend of baseball! Team members are Waylon
Stewart, Coach Matt Stewart, Drake Dinning, Coach Tim

decorated Spartans.
***

From left are Linda Erwin, Cassie Bosworth, Jeannie
Bosworth, Bill Wheeler, Congresswoman Elissa Slotkin,
Nancy Webb, Janice Wheeler, and Jim Hath.
Webberville Garden Club receives honor from
Congresswoman Slotkin
Webberville Garden Club was pleasantly surprised by
Congresswoman Elissa Slotkin on Tuesday, June 1, by being
for their service to the community. It was said people enjoy
seeing the planters and beautiful Blue Star Memorial as they
drive through town. She thanked the members for all their
dedication to the community.
***
JUNE 13
Fowlerville High School holds graduation parade
Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, for the second year in
a row Fowlerville High School held a graduation parade
through Downtown Fowlerville with the seniors riding in
vehicles driven by family members. The event was held on
Sunday afternoon, June 6, under sunny skies. The parade
route started at the fairgrounds west of town and ended at the
school campus. The high school band led the way, playing
‘Pomp & Circumstance.’
Corners to walk across a platform to receive their diplomas.
To keep the procession from taking too long, there were
two platforms with Superintendent Wayne Roedel handing

CLASS OF 1957: These three classmates from 1957
were at the Alumni Association gathering. From left,
Dennis Judd, Gertrude (Epley) Genei, and Ken Monroe.
JUNE 20
Fowlerville High Alumni Association holds annual
gathering at fairgrounds
With last year’s annual Fowlerville Alumni Association
Banquet & Program having been cancelled due to the
COVID-19 pandemic and public-health restrictions still in
hold last week’s reunion at the fairgrounds.
The Finlan Gazebo was the setting for the business meeting
and the Roll Call of Classes.
was a very warm afternoon to be recognized and reminisce of
bygone days at Fowlerville High School.
continued on next page
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Congresswoman Slotkin meets with Van Gilder family to
Frank Davis, Class of 1956, toasted his classmates who
were present on the occasion of their 65th reunion. Coralene
(Jackson) Boss mentioned the many events that took place in
1961 as she toasted her schoolmates from the Class of 1961
on the occasion of their 60th reunion.
***

th

District in

and Paul Harmon, treasurer.
***

visits around the district this summer, with a goal of better
understanding their concerns, as well as the issues and
challenges they face as farmers.

held in Mason.

“What keeps you up at night?” as a way of hearing what their
***
JULY 4
Fowlerville 4th of July Committee prepares for
Pastor Mark Wilson, the lead pastor at Fowlerville
United Brethren Church, is ending his 11-year tenure
next Sunday, June 27.
Community involvement has been the hallmark of
Pastor Mark Wilson’s time in Fowlerville
Community involvement—both on the part of the church
and as an individual—has been the hallmark of Mark Wilson’s
time in Fowlerville.
Wilson, who has been the lead pastor at the Fowlerville
United Brethren Church for the past 11 years, is giving his
church service at 10 a.m.
He’s accepted a position at Hope Missionary Church in
Bluffton, Indiana.
The community is invited to attend and bid farewell to
Pastor Mark and his wife, Carla, who has been a teacher and
and then New Creations Preschool. The latter is a ministry of
the Fowlerville UB Church.
***
JUNE 27

the middle school/high school principal and the past 14 years
as the superintendent.
Friddle is assuming the superintendent’s position at
st

Michigan’s public schools. Friddle is being replaced at
for several years as a high school administrator, including
being a principal and athletic director.
***

The Fowlerville 4th of July Committee was busy this past
Wednesday, decorating the reviewing stand at the Main Four
corners of the Downtown Business District with red, white

year old Andre Prang, accompanied by his mom Ashley.
He is the son of Neil & Ashley Prang.
Fowlerville Family Fair held this past week
th
annual Fowlerville Family Fair was held this past
week, with many of the traditional activities and offerings
along with a few new features.
A mother and daughter from Webberville won the two

Independence Day celebration. The evening parade that
members include Butch Ogden, Jim Mayhew, Dale Brewer,
had also entered the contest. Tammy is a special education
Ellen Peters, and Kimber Peach.
***
Bill Wheeler remembered
the FFA Chapter and the Interact Club during the past school
year.
***
year career in education as
an agriscience teacher and
FFA advisor. He also was an
active community volunteer,
belonging to the Webberville

th

birthday

in honor of Webberville’s 150th Birthday! Webberville was
the FFA Alumni. After his
retirement, he continued to
Bill Wheeler
assist the school’s agriscience
and FFA programs and to mentor the students.
He is remembered by his friends and colleagues for his
positive impact on the Webberville community.
***

time Hubert Webber.

Longtime member of 4th

person learning.
The Michigan Department of Health and Human

***

masking for students when classes resume, with public health

of
July Committee and current commander of VFW Post 6464,
th

Patriot of the Year Award. The award was given to Ogden
right after the singing of the National Anthem at the start of
th
of July Parade.

current recommendations by the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention on masking and prevention strategies for
***

Allen was involved in the celebration from the start, with his

launching pipes.
***

Gary and Mary Helfmann.

Helfmann’s to serve as Grand Marshals of Fowlerville 4th
of July Parade
th
of

Tonya Ogden, president of the Fowlerville VFW
Auxiliary; Butch Ogden, commander of the Fowlerville
VFW Post 6464, and George Wygant, a VFW member,
attended the event.

couple, as individuals, have been active in various community
and professional organizations and, as business owners of a
been willing donors for different events—both with tents and
“Both of them are longtime volunteers in putting on our
July 4th celebration and are involved in other areas of the
community,” noted Brandon Denby, the chair of the 4th of July
Committee. “Mary is on our 4th
as well as other organizations with the free use of their rental
items. Even during COVID, when they weren’t making any
money from rentals, they continued to help out.
“This is a way to show our appreciation for all they’ve
done over the years,” he added.
***

week.
***
JULY 25
Fowlerville Rotary Club holds annual Presidents Night
Night last Thursday, July 15, at Brock Brewing in Howell.

veterans engagement event of the year” with several hundred
people showing up.
The event was free to all veterans and their families, as
well as active duty military members.
***
The Bank of Ann Arbor announced last week that it is
acquiring First National Bank in Howell. The two holding

dependable and also for putting the local club on Facebook.
agreement for the Ann Arbor banks to acquire First National
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Tonight Theater in Pigeon Forge, TN and ended the night
Country category.
pandemic. The acquisition is now back on track.
***
AUGUST 22
Pastor
Tom
Tarpley

***
America records, with her producer being country legend
David Frizzell. Holmes is currently promoting her new single
***

Thomas

Tarpley,

who

remembered for his caring and
concern towards others, his
hard work, and the impact he
had on so many lives during
his time in Fowlerville.
He came to the community

Tom Tarpley

the assorted needs of the congregation and handled the duties
of being the church’s minister.
as the Care Pastor at Fowlerville United Brethren and started

From left, Connor Haines, staff; Mary Hudson, staff;
Ellen Peters, library director; Zoe Guettler, staff member;
Diana Woods, board member; and Gail Warren, staff.
Zoe Guettler was the main organizer of the event.

Paul Harmon

those struggling with hurt, pain, or addiction of any kind.
Pastor Tarpley also wrote a weekly religious column in
the Fowlerville News & Views and published two books, the

th

anniversary
place. Initially, the library was closed to the public, with only

salvation through the acceptance of Christ as his savior and
the second a compilation of many of his columns.
He was remembered for being a counselor and mentor, a
good listener and reassuring presence, and a tireless worker
in helping those in need.
***
AUGUST 29

generation of family ownership.
hours.
Bank of Howell. They presented him with a crystal plaque in

countless families and businesses with honesty and integrity
by simplifying the homebuying process and helping them

‘normal’ year

your friends at 1st National Bank.”

disruption, plenty of challenges, uncharted territory, and
While the novel coronavirus is still causing havoc,

bank president; Carrie Newstead, Howell branch manager
and former Fowlerville branch manager; Phil Utter, chair of
the bank’s board of directors; and Mary Tumbarella, current
Fowlerville branch manager.
***

The event featured storybook characters portrayed by
members of the Fowlerville Community Theatre, face
painting, yard games, music by the Jazz Cats Trio, lots of
***

reached an agreement to combine waste removal operations

delta variant, the immediate plan at Fowlerville is to offer
volunteers, put on another successful Dawn Patrol last
teams have been holding their practices and will play their
contests before fans.
***

with the Alchin family for many years and look forward to
providing the same quality service to their customers.”

temperatures brought out a large number of area residents as
and over 1,150 breakfasts were served during the morning.
Money raised from the sale of the breakfasts is used to help
***
A special plaque was on display at the building where the
It is Homecoming Week at Webberville Community
relocated there. Previously, it was held at Newton Field on
There are themes for every day of the week, starting this
***
game on Friday night. The Homecoming Parade starts off

Shown here with the Sesquicentennial display are,
from left, Nancy Webb who created it; Amanda Vorce,
the head librarian at the Webberville branch; and Betty
Juntenen, the library assistant.

through town, then ends back at the school. There will be
Maple Valley.
The presentation of the homecoming court, along with
the crowning of the new king and queen will take place at

SEPT. 5
th

at the high school to end the great week of festivities.
The senior Homecoming King and Queen candidates
Village’s 150th
poster has newspaper clippings from when the community
photographs that depict the Downtown Business District,
local churches, and school buildings as they looked many
years ago.

The class representatives are Kylie Farmer, freshman;

Kari Holmes
Webb and will be at the library for the new few weeks.
***
Greater Fowlerville area saw modest population growth
The greater Fowlerville area saw modest population

***
SEPT. 26
Year’ at award show
Kari Holmes, a country music singer from Fowlerville,

Both the Homecoming football game and halftime
storm, but eventually the ceremony was held and then the

Those numbers, along with other data, were released to the
public last month.

and Abby Thomas crowned as this year’s Homecoming King
music video of the year.
continued on next page
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2021 Year in Review, continued
Gladiators took an early lead, but then lost to Mason 24-6.
Fowlerville High School Homecoming King & Queen
candidates were Sarah Litz, Emma Browne, Landon Blixt,
Abby Thomas, Josh Kilpela, Levessa Clark, Carter Young
and Jack Shrader.
Fowlerville
High
School
Homecoming
Class
Representatives were Riley Thomas, freshman; Will Shrader,
freshman; Jacob Addington, junior; Zalin Rineheart,
sophomore.
***
OCT. 24
Fowlerville Schools seeking passage of $41.9 million
bond issue Nov. 2
Fowlerville Community Schools is seeking passage of a
$41.9 million bond in the General Election on Tuesday, Nov.
request being defeated by a margin of 35 votes in a special
election held this past May.
That election saw a low turnout, with only 1,771 residents,
or 13.82 percent, casting a ballot out of the 12,811 registered
voters in the school district.
Given the closeness of the vote and the light turnout, the
Board of Education decided to put the proposal back on the
ballot and to again make the case for passage.
The centerpiece of the proposal is a new 72,000 squarefoot K-2 elementary building that would be located on 20
acres of the campus off of the East Access Road.
Another major part of the proposal would be to remodel
Smith Elementary—now used by the district’s K-2 students—
to house the Early Childhood Development Program. It
would also accommodate the recreation department and in
the future could be used by the transportation department
with some additional upgrades.
A third component would be to demolish the Munn
building due to its age and the high cost required were it to be
rehabilitated. That building, with its original core dating back
to the mid-1950s, now houses the early childhood program
and the recreation department.
controls, including air conditioning, in all of the academic
buildings.
***

and what years. A lunch followed, compliments of the club.
Brandon Denby, Mary Helfmann, and Dale Brewer—
members of the Fowlerville 4th of July Committee—provided
details on the upcoming National Wreaths Across America
Day that will be held Dec. 18 at Greenwood Cemetery and
how people can purchase a commemorative wreath to be
placed at the gravesite of a deceased veteran.
Hank Vaupel, a member of Rotary and an Army veteran,
then introduced the guest speaker—Joshua Parish of
VETLIFE. Parrish helped found this Livingston Countyof “providing veterans with sustainable solutions while
promoting a safer, healthier, and prosperous lifestyle” and
to do this connecting veterans to available governmental
***

Liam Dean
NOV. 21
Local athlete to jump rope in 2021 Macy’s Thanksgiving
Day Parade
When the 95th Macy’s Thanksgiving Day Parade steps
off on November 25 in New York City, over 100 jump
rope athletes from across the country will participate in
the pageantry of the Parade. Featured in the Parade will be
jumpers representing 25 teams from 21 states throughout the
nation.
Among them will be Liam Dean, a sophomore at
Fowlerville High School and a member of Jumpin’ Allstars
based in Brighton.
***
NOV. 28
Ladies Night Out held last Thursday in Fowlerville
It was a cool crisp night for Ladies Night Out held
Thursday night, November 18th. There was a great turnout
with stores, Torch 180 and others hosting home vendors.
***

such real-life, hands-on skills as food ordering, food prep,
cooking, customer service, and money management, the
facility also features a restaurant and coffee shop that is open
to the public. The students—aided by volunteers and staff—
take orders, prepare the meals, and then serve the customers.
This is in addition to their classroom work.
***
DEC. 5
Departing board member honored for long service to
Fowlerville Family Fair
William ‘Bill’ Tesch—a longtime board member—was
honored at the recent annual meeting of the Fowlerville
Agricultural Society for his long service to the fair. Tesch,
who has been on the board for over 40 years, decided it was
time to end his involvement.
***
DEC. 12
Christmas in the ‘Ville offered variety of ‘fun’ activities
Christmas in the ‘Ville, held on Saturday, Dec. 4, in
Fowlerville, offered a variety of ‘fun’ activities for young
and old. The day-long event began with ‘Breakfast with St.
Nick’ at St. Agnes Church in the morning and ended with
evening parade.
Decent weather brought a large number of attendees to
the community, including local residents and out-of-town
visitors. They enjoyed everything from ornament making
to running in a 5K race to hearing stories from Mrs. Claus.
There was plenty of food, snacks, and refreshments offered
as well, with cookies being a main attraction.
Musically, the line-up of performers included country
singer Kari Holmes, the United Brethren Church Choir, and
Dueling Pianos
The hot air balloonists were also on hand, with around 40
pilots—most of them accompanied by family and friends—
taking part.
***
DEC. 19
Webberville holds Christmas celebration with tree
lighting, parade & Santa visit
Webberville held a Christmas celebration last Saturday
night, Dec.11, with a tree lighting in the Village Square on
East Grand River, a small lighted parade from the park to
the Leroy Township Fire Hall, and then a chance for area
youngsters to visit with Santa at the hall.
The Webberville Downtown Development Authority
organized the tree lighting and parade, while the Leroy
Township Fire Association hosted its annual party that
includes refreshments along with the visit by Santa Claus.
The Webberville High School Band started off the
ceremony at the park with a holiday selection. The lighting of
the tree then took place, with emcee Josh DePue informing
those gathered that it was in honor of the late William ‘Bill’
Wheeler—a longtime educator and community volunteer.
***

was Mark Ignatowski of Brighton, second place was Jacob
Drenchen of Webberville, third place was Seth Dorais of
Howell, and winning the youth category was Shea O’Neil of
Webberville.
***
Cassie Bosworth wins FFA state rabbit contest.
OCT. 31
Webberville FFA member wins state rabbit contest
Cassie Bosworth of the Webberville FFA Chapter was
recognized as a Silver State Winner for the homegrown class
of rabbits, placing in the top Ten in the state.
The market rabbit contest is statewide and hosted by
Michigan FFA. The goal of this contest is to better enhance
students’ knowledge of genetics, animal husbandry, and
record keeping. This market rabbit contest was held at
Munsell’s Poultry Processing in Fowlerville.
***
NOV. 7
Fowlerville School District voters pass bond issue
Voters in the Fowlerville School District passed a $41.9
million bond issue in last Tuesday’s Nov. 2nd General
Election. The margin was close, with 1,320 residents casting
‘yes’ ballots as opposed to 1,233 ‘no’ ballots—a difference of
97 votes
A total of 2,573 residents took part in the election out
of 13,016 registered voters in the district, which represents
19.79 percent of the electorate.
***
NOV. 14
Fowlerville Rotary hosts area veterans at program
Fowlerville Rotary hosted area veterans and their guests at
the annual Veterans Day Program held this past Wednesday
at the First United Methodist Church.
Those in attendance introduced themselves, with the
veterans telling which branch of the military they served in

Shown here, from left, were Paul Harmon, president of
the FBA; Barb Dine, executive director of the Family
Impact Center; and Greg Hillier, president of the
Fowlerville Rotary.

Rhonda Callahan
Rhonda Callahan of Torch 180 to serve as Grand
Marshal of Christmas Parade
Torch 180 president Rhonda Callahan will serve as the
Grand Marshal of the Fowlerville Christmas Parade. She will
be part of a line-up of over 60 entries. The event culminates
the day-long Christmas in the ‘Ville celebration on Saturday,
Dec. 4.
organization that provides food-service training for adults
with disabilities. Torch 180 operates from its facility located
at 131 Mill St.—the former public library—having begun
operations in early 2020 after remodeling the building.
Along with providing a place where students can learn

Family Impact Center
The Fowlerville Business Association (FBA) and
Fowlerville Rotary Club held their combined Christmas
Party on Dec. 10th at the Woodshire Place and once again
held an auction of donated items, with the proceeds going
to the Family Impact Center. This year the auction raised
over $1,100. Paul Harmon, president of the FBA, and Greg
Hillier, president of the Fowlerville Rotary, presented Barb
Dine, executive director of the Family Impact Center, with
the check.
***
DEC. 26
Area residents celebrate Christmas
As the Fowlerville News & Views went to press at
mid-week, area residents were making plans to celebrate
Christmas Eve and Christmas. Those holidays fell on Friday
and Saturday this year.
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Livingston Catholic Charities conducts
annual Christmas Blessing project

and Formation Ministry, St. Augustine Parishioners, St.
John Advent Tea, St. John Parishioners & 59ers, St. Joseph
Catholic School Families, St. Joseph Quilters, St. Mary
Parishioners, St. Mary Magdalen Parishioners, St Patrick
Parishioners and School Families, Mike Sauro, Sisterhood of
Catholic Women, Julie Swidriski, David & Karen Trzcinski,
Village Manor Retirement, Burt and Nancie Wakeman, Jerry
& Vicki Weyland & several anonymous donors.

Local volunteers conducted the annual Christmas Blessing
project that is put on by the Livingston County Catholic
Charities.
County businesses, churches, organizations, schools and
local community members, meanwhile, provided basic needs
items that were given to local homebound and low-income
seniors. This is a tremendous undertaking each year in our
community to provide love, help and hope to vulnerable
county seniors.
This year’s Christmas Blessing project provided food
boxes, cleaning products, hygiene items, paper products
and more through 171 boxes to 211 county seniors and their
families.
vulnerable seniors who have to contend with higher utility
costs that affect their ability to purchase food or life-saving
medications on their limited incomes. We often hear, too,
that they feel lonely and isolated during this time of year and
are so overjoyed when they receive their special Christmas
delivery and cheerful visits. A longtime volunteer shared that
their Christmas doesn’t start until they deliver the boxes.
Throughout the year, Livingston County Catholic Charities
(LCCC) senior outreach staff work with local seniors to
connect to critical resources and services to help them remain
independent in their homes as long as safely possible by
connecting them to local, state and federal resources and
services. Many recipients of the Christmas Blessing project
are clients at LCCC.
However, this annual program is open to any county senior
in need and LCCC receives many calls and referrals from
leading up to the day of delivery and even after.
The Board and co-workers at LCCC are grateful for the
outpouring of love, generous donations and help from our
community during this continuing health crisis. It is truly

IOSCO TOWNSHIP
SYNOPSIS OF PROPOSED
MINUTES
December 16th, 2021
The regular meeting of the Iosco Township
Board was held on Thursday, December 16, 2021,
at 8:00 P.M. Members Present: Bonnville, Dailey,
Hardies, Miller, & Parker. Members Absent: none.
The following action was taken: 1.) Motion to
approve the agenda. 2.) 1st. Call to the Public –
The public was heard from. 3.) Motion to adopt
Township Board Meeting minutes from November 18, 2021. 4.) Clerk’s report. 5.) Treasurer’s
report. 6.) Motion to pay $29,735.41 in Township
bills. 7.) Motion to authorize the issuance and
sale of limited tax general obligation capital improvement bonds pursuant to Act 34, Public Acts
of Michigan, 2001, as amended, in one or more
series, in a total principal amount of not to exceed
Three Million Seven Hundred Thousand Dollars
($3,700,000), for a time no longer than ten (10)
years for the purpose of paying part of the cost
to acquire, construct, furnish and equip a new
imately 18,000 square feet, including all related
ments, utilities, and appurtenances and attachments thereto. 8.) Motion to adopt the Resolution
Authorizing Publication of Notice of Intent to Issue Capital Improvement Bonds and Declaration
of Intent to Reimburse. 9.) The Fire Board update
was heard. 10.) Motion to approve an Ordinance
to amend the Iosco Township Zoning Ordinance
adopted on October 17, 2019 commonly referred
to as the 2019 Iosco Township Zoning Ordinance,
to revise Tables 3-2 and 3-3 of Article 3 regarding the authorization of wind energy conversion
facilities (WECF) and wireless communication facilities, to revise Section 13.23(H)(5)(d) and (10)
(c)regarding WECF standards and requirements,
and to revise Section 13.19 regarding Solar Energy Systems (SES) standards and requirements.
11.) Planning Commission update was heard. 12.)
The Zoning Administrator’s report was heard. 13.)
2nd Call to the Public- The public was heard from.
14.) Motion to adjourn at 8:45 P.M.
Respectfully submitted,
Julie Dailey
Iosco Township Clerk
(12-26-21 FNV)

IOSCO TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
of ZONING ORDINANCE
AMENDMENTS
Penny Jones and Donna Kramer were two of the
volunteer drivers who delivered food boxes as part of
the Christmas Blessing project.
live in. Community volunteers along with LCCC staff began
planning LCCC’s annual Christmas Blessing project as
early as August. They worked tirelessly in the community
seeking donations of food, paper products, grants and cash
with a combined value exceeding $38,000; then packing and
delivering the food boxes with hygiene products, paper and
cleaning products.
This year, 20 volunteers and a number of staff spent 233
hours soliciting, receiving and packaging the numerous
donations at the Marion Township Hall as they readied for the

An ordinance amending the Iosco Township
Zoning Ordinance adopted on October 17, 2019
has been adopted by the Township Board of the
Township of Iosco, Livingston County, Michigan.
The amendment ordinance was adopted on December 16, 2021 at a regular meeting of the Township Board and shall become effective 8 days following this publication, in accordance with state
law. A copy of the amendment ordinance and the
Iosco Township Zoning Ordinance can be purchased or inspected at the Iosco Township Hall
at 2050 Bradley Rd, in Iosco Township near Webberville, MI, during the hours of 1:00 p.m. to 5:00
p.m. on Wednesdays and Thursdays. In summary,
cation of the districts in which wind energy conver-

delivered the boxes to the seniors.
We gratefully share the list of the many donors and
hope that you will support them in return. We are stronger
energy conversion systems subject to restrictions
as a community when we work together and support each
on setbacks from communication and electrical
other. This is an example of true collaboration between the
lines, and requirements for the removal of access
community, LCCC and many other concerned individuals
and organizations. We are truly thankful for this support on
less
communication
facilities
are
permitted;
and
behalf of the people that we serve. Thank you and God Bless!
Alliance Catholic Credit Union, Maureen Alterman,
standards for solar energy systems.
Amazon Wish List donors, The Amman Family, Justin &
Julie Dailey,
Michelle Anderson, John & Kathi Backhuus, Barnum Cares
Iosco
Township
Clerk
Group, Bruce & Mary Bendure, Mary & Terry Bradburn,
(12-26-21
FNV)
Brighton District Library, Brighton NC Machine Corp.,
Vicki Buell, Kelly Butler, Catholic Council on Aging, Carlos
& Donna Chacon, Mary
Lou Clark, Coalition of Oral
Health for Aging, Pinckney
Chrysler Jeep Dodge Ram,
Dick & Sue Cowdrey,
Extreme Machine, John &
Linda Furey, Gleaner’s Food
Bank, H.H. Barnum, Habitat
for Humanity, Hamburg Twp.
Senior Center, Hartland Lions
Club, Holy Spirit Catholic
School Families, Joan Houran,
Linda Jamros, Carlos &
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Township Board of the Township of Iosco,
Donna Chacon, Leslie & Sam
County of Livingston, State of Michigan, intends to authorize the issuance and
Johnson, Karen Jones, Penny
sale of limited tax general obligation capital improvement bonds pursuant to
Jones, Lisa Kanderz, Kem
Act 34, Public Acts of Michigan, 2001, as amended, in one or more series, in
Krest, Kensington Woods
a total principal amount of not to exceed Three Million Seven Hundred ThouSchools, Bette Klann,
sand Dollars ($3,700,000), for the purpose of paying part of the cost to acquire,
K of C #11761, K of C
#2659, K of C #7891, K of
approximately 18,000 square feet, including all related equipment, furniture
C #7304, K of C #8169, K
of C #8605, Gary Kozyra,
thereto.
Pete and Kathy Krauskopf,
BOND DETAILS
Frank & Paula Krupansky,
The bonds will mature no later than ten (10) years after the date of issuance,
Bob & Kay Kuch, Tony &
with interest rates to be determined at a public or negotiated sale but in no
Meghan Kuch, Rob & Debbie
event to exceed the maximum permitted by law on the unpaid balance from
Kwapisz, Amy Lamoreaux,
time to time remaining outstanding on said bonds.
Chris Larson, Light of the
SOURCE OF PAYMENT OF BONDS
World Academy, Livingston
THE
PRINCIPAL
OF AND INTEREST ON SAID BONDS shall be payable
Cty. Catholic Charities Staff,
from
the
general
funds
of the Township lawfully available for such purposes
Livingston Cty. Sheriff’s
including property taxes levied within applicable constitutional and statutory
tax rate limitations. The Township anticipates paying debt service on the bonds
Women’s Chorus, Livingston
from lease payments to be received from the Fowlerville Area Fire Authority.
Cty. Friend of the Court, Pat

NOTICE TO ELECTORS
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF IOSCO
OF INTENT TO ISSUE BONDS SECURED BY
THE TAXING POWER OF
THE TOWNSHIP AND OF RIGHT OF
REFERENDUM THEREON

Macina,
Marion Township Hall,
Chuck & Mary McFadden,
Carol Muringer, Linda Myers,
Larry & Ann Marie Pabin,
Joe & Barb Parker, Robert &
Cathryn Phipps, Prayer Shawl
Ministry of St. Agnes, Chris
& Vicki Price, Charlotte &
Jim Radtke, Michael & Joleen
Rebarchik, Philip Reilly, Pat
Reimer, Christine and Richard
Romanowski, Barbara Rost,
St. Agnes Christian Services

RIGHT OF REFERENDUM
THE BONDS WILL BE ISSUED WITHOUT A VOTE OF THE ELECTORS
UNLESS A VALID PETITION REQUESTING SUCH A VOTE SIGNED BY NOT
LESS THAN 10% OF THE REGISTERED ELECTORS OF THE TOWNSHIP
AFTER PUBLICATION OF THIS NOTICE. IF A VALID PETITION IS FILED,
THE BONDS MAY NOT BE ISSUED WITHOUT AN APPROVING VOTE OF A
MAJORITY OF THE QUALIFIED ELECTORS OF THE TOWNSHIP VOTING
THEREON.
Public Acts of Michigan, 2001, as amended.
Julie Dailey
Iosco Township Clerk
(12-26-21 FNV)
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NEIGHBORHOOD CLASSIFIED SECTION
Call (517)223-8760

Office Located at 206 E. Grand River, Fowlerville MI
Fowlerville News & Views

-DEADLINE THURSDAY BY 3PMDIRECT CARE STAFF NEEDED: To take care of disabled adults
in Howell. DL/ID, GED/Diploma needed. Call Shelbey at 810-5883724.
***
EVANS GARAGE DOOR REPAIR AND INSTALLATION.
Spring replacement. Wayne Dalton garage doors and Lift Master
garage openers. “Our Business is Up & Down.” Call anytime 517223-9905.
***
SMALL ENGINE REPAIR: Lawn Mowers, Rototillers, Pressure
Washers, and Most Other Small Engines. Fowlerville. Call Steve @
517-294-2018.
***
PAINTING/POWER WASHING. Houses (Interiors and
Exteriors), Decks. Trailer Homes. New Construction, Repaints,
References, Written Contracts. Free Estimates. Guarantees. 517599-6166.
***
TRAILER REPAIR: Wheel Bearings, Lights, Axles, Springs and
Most Other Trailer Services. Fowlerville. Call Steve @ 517-2942018.
***
CASH 4 CARS!!!
WE BUY ALL CARS/TRUCKS/SUV’S
-RUNNING OR NOT2200 N BURKHART. HOWELL MI
(810) 691-5030 stop by or we can come to you
CASH4CARSAUTOSALES.COM
***
Call 517-927-8050
***
FREE TIMBER INSPECTION. Buying timber, logs & property.
Please text 989-319-8307 or email: 1cruzetrod@gmail.com
***
EXPERIENCED SERVER, part-time. Apply at Olden Days Café,
118 N.Grand Avenue, Fowlerville or call 517 223-8090.
***
FOR RENT: Newly-remodeled 2-bedroom Downtown Fowlerville
apartment. Heat included. $995 a month. No pets. No smoking. Call
517-245-5403.

The Woman’s Advance Club of Webberville, met on December 20th, 2021 at 1:30 p.m. at The Webberville United Methodist Church. We used a large classroom, in order to follow the
safety rules of distance and masks to help prevent Covid. This
will be our last meeting of 2021 until March 21, 2022. Then
we’ll meet at the Webberville Food Bank on Grand River.
President Nancy Webb called the meeting to order and, on
Roll Call, asked each member to describe “What their childhood Christmas memories were like?” Twelve of our 15 members were present. I was out ill and two were in Florida for the
winter.
Most had large families and many aunts and uncles and cousins. Most remembered snow, cutting real pine trees, stringing
popcorn for garland, and hand-made ornaments, fruit baskets
with oranges, apples and nuts. Big meals with food prepared
from scratch by their grandmothers and moms. For days cookies were baked along with pies and other sweets. If you were
a farmer’s daughter, breakfast was held until the chores were
done. Some attended church on the eve before and others on
the day of Christmas, same thing with opening gifts. Most gifts
were hand-made and only one gift per child. Girls usually got a
doll and if lucky mom would sew some clothes for it.
One member’s large family had over 100 relatives served
dinner in their grandmother’s basement. One teacher had the
played many board games and others played in the snow with
and looked forward to seeing each other.
Our club also played some Christmas games of matching movies to their titles, then we were asked to describe an ornament
or decoration that had meaning for us.
Betty showed a piece of wood varnished with a picture of
Jesus on it. Brian was 8 at the time and it has remained on the
who passed away 12 years ago and also remembered a Coca

Fowlerville Mini Storage
7074 W. Grand River • Fowlerville, MI • (517) 223-9090

NOTICE OF SALE

A liquidation sale will be held on
January 4, 2022 at 10am to dispense of the items
stored in the following unit:

Wesley Westburg Unit E-97
This sale is subject to cancellation without notice.

TRASH REMOVAL: Estates, Pole Barns, Houses, Mobile Homes,
Basements, Garages, Commercial Buildings. Full service. “We do
all the work.” Also, tearing down sheds, garages, mobile homes,
and RVs. Call Jay at 517-980-0468.
***
AUSTIN HARDWOOD FLOORING: 25 years experience. Rediscounts. Free Estimates! (517) 375-6143
***
BRENDA’S PET GROOMING--Quiet home setting. Saturdays
only. Iosco Road, Webberville. By appointment only. Please call
517.294.0209.
***
BOB’S HANDYMAN SERVICE 517.604.0138
***
D&R ROOFING & SIDING: New homes, tear-offs, recovers,
***
EXCAVATION SERVICES—
Debris Removal & Cleanups
Trenching, Grading Topsoil & Seeding
Ditch Cleaning & Brush Hogging & Site Clearing
Stump Grinding
517-375-2789.
***
Paying up
to $1,000 depending on what you have. Call John 517-225-8291.

Depot Museum.
Museum member Earl Wolf reported with a smile that
one person won two of the sleighs after, “swooping in to
the Depot Museum booth at the last second to outbid many
others. Sharon LaPointe of Williamston was awarded both
the ‘Gingerbread / Hot Chocolate Vintage Sleigh’ and the
‘Vintage Child’s Push Sleigh’. An anonymous bidder from
Okemos was awarded the third item, ‘The Kitty Basket’.
The two sleighs were created and donated by Cindy Brown of
Williamston, and we thank her for her generosity”, Wolf said.
The Sowing Growth Board of Directors and Market
Manager Tom Cary will evaluate the 2021 Holiday Market and
determine if other dates for winter and early spring Markets
will be scheduled in January-April 2022. And don’t forget:
the Sowing Growth bottle and can collection fundraiser for
the Market continues during the off-season, so load your
Michigan-returnables in the car and bring them in these
Sundays to the large parking lot of McCormick Park in
Williamston in 2022:
• January 2 and 16, 11am to 1pm
• February 6 and 20, 11am to 1pm
• March 6 and 20, 11am to 1pm
• April 3 and 17 (Easter), 11am to 1pm, and
• May 1 11am to 1pm
• May 15, the 2022 regular season for the Market begins,
10am to 2pm collecting bottles and cans
For more information about Sowing Growth and the
Eastern Ingham Farmers Market in Williamston, to become a
vendor, to be added to the newsletter email list, to volunteer
in the off-season or to donate to the Market, visit the Market
website www.EasternInghamFarmersMarket.org, visit its
Facebook page or contact Market Manager Tom Cary (616916-9823) or EasternInghamFM@gmail.com).

Cola doll. Pat’s family gives her a calendar each year with each
month having different family photos. Jean showed a beautiful
glass ornament, I think from a student. Jill has a gold star on
her tree top. Kathy had many small ornaments from Germany
sled ornament. Judy was from a very large family out West
doll made in later years from the Avon lady. Sallie had many
members play golf and had a golf ornament. Janice showed an
ornament they received from a visitor who hand painted a beautiful landscape on it. Her grandmother also gave every child
de for both she and her husband’s early years. Nancy showed
the large Mr. and Mrs. Santa dolls from a former club member.
All had precious memories. We enjoyed refreshments, served
by Janice Wheeler and Nancy Webb.
Our members, in the spirit of giving, gave to many causes
this year. Just a few are: Homeless Angels of Lansing, Books to
the Webberville Elementary Library, Go Fund Me to a family
who lost the husband to Covid, Christmas cards to the High
School Journalism class for nursing home patients, clothing to
the Food Bank, plus a plaque for the Village of Webberville’s
150 years of the village founding. It is inside the entrance to
To end, I’ll quote from our book by Charles Schultz, “All you
need is love and a little bit of chocolate now and then doesn’t
hurt.”

Sharon LaPointe was not only topped with the Most
Festive Wreath Hat, but she won the bidding for two
vintage sleighs in the Williamston Depot Museum’s
silent auction fundraiser held during the Holiday Market
last Sunday, December 19th in Williamston.

Holiday music accompanied carolers singing, volunteers
donned Santa hats, vendors offered specials from their
propane-heated booths, and visitors arrived in festive attire.
Holiday Market of the Eastern Ingham Farmers
Market in Williamston, held last Sunday, December 19, was
declared a success by Market Manager Tom Cary and Sharon
LaPointe, President of the Sowing Growth Board of Directors
that operates the Market.
Manager Cary reported that in spite of the chilly 32-degree
weather most of the day, nearly 400 people stopped by the
outdoor Market and drank hot chocolate while they shopped
among the 17 local vendors selling unique gifts or holiday
supplies such as baked goods, seasonal produce, hand crafted
items made of paper, wood, jewelry, grapevines, and other
materials, all creations generally not available in big box
stores.
and garland, and Sowing Growth gave away poinsettia plants
to eight lucky shoppers whose names were picked during the
day after they had entered the drawing. Congratulations to:
Barb Coles, Rhonda Curberry, Tom Hendershot, Gail Martin,
Claudia Papanikolas, Marcy Trepky, Sara Troutman and
Steve Zaban who took home a white or red poinsettia plant.
The Williamston Depot Museum hosted a holiday silent
auction fundraiser during the Holiday Market, for three
items. Items in the silent auction included two vintage
sleighs loaded with holiday items and a “Kitty Basket”. The
bidding was quite competitive during the four-hour Holiday
Market. Contributions for this event raised over $300 for the

Gail Martin won this poinsettia plant during the
Eastern Ingham Farmers Holiday Market after her
name was drawn at the event in Williamston on Sunday,
December 19th.
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Luke, Mason, Owen, Bennett, Nora, Leanna and Declan. She
loved and was loved by many nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her husband Ralph Briant,
sisters: Vickie, Norma, and Darcie and her nephew Steven.
She will be greatly missed but in our hearts forever.
Funeral services and celebration of life will be held on
Thursday, December 30th, 2021 at 12 pm at Hidden Springs
Church, 5860 N. Latson Rd., Howell, MI 48855. Luncheon
to follow.
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Ralph Joseph Briant Jr. age 76 of Webberville, MI, died
peacefully on December 20, 2021 at St. Joseph Ann Arbor
Hospital. He was born to Ida and Ralph Briant Sr. Ralph
served in the Air Force as a weapons Mechanic from 1963
to 1967. He worked as a motorcycle mechanic at Capital

Mickie Lynn Briant, age 67 of Webberville MI, went to be
with her Lord and Savior on December 21, 2021 at St. Joe’s
Livingston Hospital with family by her side. She was born on
April 19, 1954 to Robert and Nancy Coverdill in Holly, MI.
Mickie worked at Microguage in Brighton. She took
pride as a Quality Control Clerk at various companies over
the years. She enjoyed going to garage sales and crafting
with her life-long friend Laura Head. Mickie loved animals,
leaving behind 3 cats “her babies” Butterscotch, Bella and
Gizzy. Mickie enjoyed riding their Harley Davidson with her
husband Ralph. Mickie loved her family wholeheartedly.
She is survived by her parents Robert and Nancy Coverdill of
Cass City, sons: Robert (Darci) Gullett of Morrice and David
(Liz) Gullett of Fowlerville. Grandchildren: Kyle (Ashley)
Simonyi, Joey (Haylee) Maxwell, Jess (John) Mills, Schuyler
(Mishay) Gullett, Nick (Cecilia) Gullett, Seth Gullett and
Lucas Gullett. Great grandchildren: Damien, Maddix, Nova,

Member of the Fowlerville Business Association
Member of the Community Papers of Michigan

(517) 223-8760
(517) 223-4177 Fax

fowlervillenews@gmail.com
his passion for Harleys by fabricating and assembling a fat
boy and a chopper. He loved to ride with his wife Mickie.
www.fowlervillenewsandviews.com
Ralph loved and was loved by his family.
PO Box 937
He is survived by his sons: Robert (Darci) Gullett of Morrice
206 E. Grand River Suite 200
and David (Liz) Gullett of Fowlerville, Grandchildren: Kyle
Fowlerville, Michigan 48836
(Ashley) Simonyi, Joey (Haylee) Maxwell, Jess (John) Mills,
Schuyler (Mishay) Gullett,
Nick (Cecilia) Gullett, Seth
Gullett and Lucas Gullett.
Great grandchildren: Damien,
Maddix, Nova, Luke, Mason,
Owen, Bennett, Nora, Leanna
and Declan.
His wife Mickie Briant passed
away a day after his death. He
To: All interested Agencies include all Federal, State, and Local, Groups
was preceded in death by his
and
Individuals
parents Ida and Ralph Briant
This
is to give notice that The Village of Fowlerville under Part 58 has
Sr.
conducted
an evaluation as required by Executive Order 11988 and/or
Funeral services and
11990,
in
accordance
with HUD regulations at 24 CFR 55.20 Subpart C Procelebration of life will be
cedures for Making Determinations on Floodplain Management, to determine
held on Thursday, December
30th, 2021 at 12 pm at Hidden
the human environment. The proposed project(s) is located on N. Benjamin
Springs Church, 5860 N.
Street, Devonshire Rd., and Pinewood Drive in The Village of Fowlerville,
Latson Rd., Howell, MI 48855.
Livingston County. The project includes removal/abandonment of 1963
Luncheon to follow.
sanitary sewer infrastructure the currently lies primarily within the 100-

SCHOOL OF
CHOICE
FOWLERVILLE
COMMUNITY SCHOOLS
SECOND SEMESTER
Fowlerville Community Schools
has unlimited School of Choice
openings for K-12th grade students who live outside Fowlerville School’s district boundaries.
day of second semester, Monday, January 24th. Applications
are available on the District’s
web page or by calling (517) 2236016.

FINAL NOTICE AND PUBLIC EXPLANATION
OF PROPOSED ACTIVITY
IN A 100-YEAR FLOODPLAIN
AND/OR WETLAND

cation within the public road right-of-way; installation of 12 inch storm
sewer; removal/abandonment of 1927 small diameter (4 inch) cast iron
water main and replacement/relocation of the water main with large diameter (12 inch) ductile iron water main; and removal and reconstruction
of the roadway and appurtenances impacted by these utility improvements. The project will be funded in part by the Michigan Strategic Fund
in the amount of $1,900,000.00 and Village funds of $869,069.00.
For the purpose of the dead end water main on N Benjamin will be
eliminated thereby correcting water quality and quantity issues, capacity
to looping the system with 12-inch main, and water main breaks due to
fragile, aged pipe will be eliminated.
The size of the site is in the application as 135,000 square feet (approx.
3.01 acres)
feet (approx. .23 acres) between N. Benjamin and Maple St. ,an average
of one hundred linear feet of Pinewood Drive (approx. .15 acres) is in the
to the current topography and conditions.
The Village of Fowlerville has evaluated the alternatives to building in the
[Executive Order 11988
and/or 11990], are available for public inspection, review and copying upon
request at the times and location delineated in the last paragraph of this notice
for receipt of comments.
lowing reasons
There are no unique natural features or values in this area. The portion
of the project between N. Benjamin St. and Maple St. is partially maintained lawn and partially unmaintained sapling, brush and tree growth.
The portion of the project in Pinewood Drive is already developed as
road over a culvert.
The proposed project(s) is located on N. Benjamin Street, Devonshire
Rd., and Pinewood Drive in The Village of Fowlerville, Livingston County.
The Village of Fowlerville will undertake the following mitigation measures
to minimize adverse impacts and to restore and preserve natural and ben[all mitigation measures to be taken to minimize adverse
tion procedures]
Written comments must be received by The Village of Fowlerville at the
following address on or before January 3, 2022: The Village of Fowlerville,
and 517-223-3771,
Attention: Kathy Rajala, Village Manager, during the hours of 8:00 AM to
5:00 PM Monday-Friday. Comments may also be submitted via email at
krajala@fowlerville.org.
Date: December 24, 2021
(12-26-21 FNV)
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Will Michigan’s big tax incentive
bet pay off in new auto jobs?

Commentary by Rick Haglund
Michigan’s new economic development incentives, mostly
designed to help Michigan better compete with other states for
new electric vehicle assembly and battery plants, remind me of
a hilarious scene in the 1996 hit movie, “Jerry McGuire.”
McGuire, a sports agent played by Tom Cruise, is desperate
to keep pro football client Rod Tidwell, portrayed by Cuba
Gooding Jr., from bolting to another agent. Before he signs
a contract, Tidwell makes McGuire repeatedly shout into the
phone, “Show me the money!”
It looks like automakers will be demanding that state and
local governments show them billions of taxpayer dollars as
they build battery plants and retool vehicle assembly plants in a
historic transition to electric cars and trucks.
Whether these public investments will ultimately pay off in a
net increase in Michigan auto jobs is debatable.
In the early hours of Wednesday morning, Dec. 15, the
Legislature overwhelmingly approved $1 billion in incentives
to lure auto and other business investments to Michigan. Gov.
Gretchen Whitmer is expected to sign the legislation.
Lawmakers were spurred into action after Kentucky and
Tennessee offered Ford Motor Co. more than $1 billion in
combined incentives to build an electric truck assembly
plant and battery plant in Tennessee and two battery plants in
Kentucky.
There’s some delicious irony here. While the legislative
package won bipartisan support, all the bills were introduced
by Republican lawmakers. A decade ago, Republicans strongly
supported then-Gov. Rick Snyder’s strategy of eliminating tax
credits and cutting the business tax rate.
Republican Snyder called tax incentives “the heroin drip
of government.” Many Republicans still regard such incentives
as picking winners and losers or, even worse, as “corporate
welfare.”
spending to boost the production of zero-emission buses and
cars and increase the number of EV charging stations.
It’s also amusing to see Republican lawmakers, most of
whom don’t believe that climate change is caused by human
activity, enthusiastically embrace incentives to produce electric
cars aimed at reducing planet-warming greenhouse gases.

of the aisle more than being able to announce they beat out other
states for a big, new auto plant.
We are likely on the cusp of one of the most expensive
economic development incentive wars ever as states compete
for hundreds of billions of dollars of investments automakers
expect to make over the next few years.
And the battles will be waged quickly as automakers race
General Motors and Stellantis (formerly Fiat Chrysler) have

Huge investments will be necessary to reach that goal, and
automakers expect states to put skin in the game. The states
are more than willing to do so, despite research showing that
economic development incentives often play no role in business
location decisions.
“Everyone in the game is playing with really big incentives,”
said Kristin Dziczek, senior vice president of research at the
Center for Automotive Research in Ann Arbor.
new incentives is likely to be in the Lansing area, where GM
is considering construction of a $2.5 billion battery plant that
Lansing City Council members have voted to support GM’s
state Renaissance Zone application. If approved by the state, the
battery plant would be exempt from most state and local taxes
for 18 years.
Putting the plant there seems like a logical decision, with
or without incentives. GM already owns the proposed site,
which would serve the automaker’s two assembly plants in the
Lansing area.
But GM holds the trump card and it’s highly unlikely Michigan
will call its bluff by denying incentives for the project.
“The whole geography of the industry is changing and
incentives are playing a major role in that,” Dziczek said.
auto industry has stopped its steady shrinkage.
plants, less than half the number of auto-building jobs in the
New hourly jobs assembling batteries and vehicles might,
at best, recover some of the thousands of engine, transmission
and related parts jobs likely to be lost as the internal combustion
engine disappears.
“There is a stack of these companies in Michigan that are in
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That points to another hard truth about Michigan’s new
economic development incentives: they likely won’t attract
battery or other auto plant investment from non-Detroit
automakers that have comfortably established themselves in
southern states.
Those mostly Asian and European companies account
Michigan economists predict Detroit automakers’ collective
market share will continue its long-term decline for at least the
next two years.
It’s hard to see how Michigan’s new economic development
incentives will change that trajectory.
Rick Haglund writes the “Micheconomy” column for the
Michigan Advance. He’s a former reporter and business
columnist for Booth Newspapers, now the MLive Media Group,
with extensive experience covering Michigan’s economy
and the auto industry. This article is printed with permission
from Michigan Advance, an online news outlet. www.
michiganadvance.com.

Legislature approves $1 billion
economic development fund to lure
large industrial projects
The Michigan Legislature has approved a $1 billion new
economic development fund designed to lure large industrial
projects to Michigan. The bills to earmark money for this
purpose came as a result of negotiations between supporters in
the Senate and House and Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. The measure
had bi-partisan support and also bi-partisan opposition.
The Senate passed the spending portion of the bill by a 25-11
margin, while House supported the bills by a 77-25 tally.
Under the plan, the new Strategic Outreach and Attraction
Reserve (SOAR) fund will receive $1 billion from the state’s
General Fund surplus. The Michigan Economic Development
Corporation can then offer the money as an incentive for
proposed large-scale industrial deals, but with the Legislature
able to review the proposal and steer money from SOAR into
one of two funds to be used for a project.
One fund will be for site preparation and the other is lastdollar support to close the deal.
While detractors labeled the legislation as “corporate
welfare” and a case of government rather than the marketplace
picking winners and losers, supporters stated that it is a
necessary part of the toolbox in attracting or retaining new
economic development and creating additional manufacturing
jobs. They pointed out that other states offer these incentives
and that Michigan needs them to be competitive in economic
development
The bills were an outgrowth of the announcement in
September by Ford Motor Company that the automaker and
battery supplier SK Innovation plan to invest more than $11.4
billion in new U.S. facilities in Kentucky and Tennessee. The
jobs to produce electric vehicles and batteries.
Ford Motor, in that announcement, said that it is building twin
lithium-ion battery plants in central Kentucky through a joint
venture with South Korea-based SK called BlueOvalSK as

717 S. Grand Ave, P.O. Box 158, Fowlerville, MI 48836

517-223-9753

analyst who works with auto suppliers.
While auto manufacturing and parts production jobs still
play an important role in Michigan’s economy, the state needs
a stronger focus on growing the technical and management side
of the auto industry.
Lansing lawmakers freaked out when Ford announced major
electric vehicle plant investments in Tennessee and Kentucky
in September. But there was hardly a peep when electric
truck maker Rivian moved its headquarters from Michigan to
California last year to take advantage of software engineering
talent there.
Rivian announced earlier this month that it would build a $5
billion truck assembly and battery plant in Georgia, employing

campus will include another battery plant built with SK, along
with a supplier park, recycling center and a new assembly
plant for electric F-Series trucks.
plans and upset at not being able to compete for the project.
When details of what Kentucky and Tennessee offered in their
incentive package emerged, the governor, numerous legislators
felt Michigan needed to be more competitive.
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